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WORLDWIDE PROTEST ACTIONS IN COMMEMORATION OF THE EVENTS OF 5TH
 JULY 2009 

 

 
Uyghur women protesting in Urumqi on 7 July 2009 

 

On the first anniversary of the 5 July 2009 violence in East Turkestan, the World Uyghur Congress (WUC) 

launched worldwide protest actions in 17 countries to ensure that the world does not forget about the 

devastating plight of the Uyghur people. The WUC sent personal letters to more than 70 members of national 

parliaments and to 50 NGOs around the world in order to ask for support for the actions. Peaceful 

demonstrations and other side events to commemorate the many lives that were lost in Urumqi, East 

Turkestan on 5 July 2009 were held (among others) in the United States, Japan, Turkey, Canada, the United 

Kingdom, Germany, and France. The actions around the globe have to be understood also as a call on Chinese 

authorities to start a meaningful dialogue with the leaders of the Uyghur community on the situation in East 

Turkestan. The WUC as well its member associations and the president of the WUC, Ms. Rebiya Kadeer, have 

repeatedly highlighted that governmental violence as a political tool is a dead-end-street in the relation 

between Han Chinese and Uyghur population in East Turkestan and that only through an honest dialogue 

peace can be reached in the region. 

The World Uyghur Congress’ English press release from 29 June 2010 on the international week of action, 

which among other things provides sourced background information on the July 2009 incidents in Urumqi and 

the human rights violations committed by the Chinese authorities against the Uyghurs during and since those 

incidents, can be found here. 

The call for action by the WUC is available in English, German, Uyghur and Chinese. 

Media coverage: 

The Epoch Times, “Uyghurs Worldwide Protest on Anniversary of 2009 Violence” 
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Background of the unrests in July 2009 

The unrest began with a peaceful demonstration of Uyghurs in the city who were protesting against a lack of 

government action in regard to a deadly attack on Uyghur factory workers in Shaoguan, Guangdong Province in 

the south of China. Only due to the violent intervention of the Chinese security forces the protests escalated. 

The riots on 5 July 2009 and in subsequent days, in which hundred of people were killed (according to data 

published by the Chinese Xinhua news agency, 197 people were killed, but the World Uyghur Congress 

estimates – based on eyewitness reports - that more than 1000 people died in the riots) must be attributed to 

the continued denial of human rights for Uyghurs in East Turkestan.  

Since the protests in July 2009, Chinese authorities arrested thousands of people and a vast number of 

Uyghurs, including teenage boys, were forcibly disappeared. Eyewitnesses reported to media and international 

human rights organizations like Amnesty International that the Chinese security forces committed extrajudicial 

killings of demonstrators. In addition, persons who are accused of having participated in the protests were 

subjected to unfair trials. So far, at least 24 Uyghurs have been sentenced to death and at least eight Uyghurs 

to death with a two-year reprieve for murder or other crimes allegedly committed during the July 2009 events.  

So far, according to official information, at least eight Uyghurs have been already executed, but the WUC 

believes that all 24 Uyghurs sentenced to death have been already executed. The WUC also assumes that 

secretly more Uyghurs have been sentenced to death in relation with the Urumqi unrest. Following these 

terrible events, Chinese authorities imposed the most violent and repressive information crackdown on 

Uyghurs in history. East Turkestan was cut off hermetically from the outside world about ten months. 
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PROTEST ACTIONS AROUND THE GLOBE 

 
AUSTRALIA 

Adelaide 

In Adelaide a conference was hold on 4 July 2010 and on 5 July 2010 a demonstration took place in the 

Adelaide Town Hall. Both events were organized by the East Turkistan Australian Association.  

 

Sydney 

On 28 June, the Urumqi Massacre on 5 July 2009 and the human rights situation of the Uyghur people were 

mentioned during commemorative events Sydney.  

On 5 July 2010, more than 50 Uyghurs in Sydney 

commemorated the first anniversary of the Urumqi 

Massacre with a demonstration, organised by Australian 
Uyghur Association, in front of the Sydney Town Hall. During 

the Demonstration, the participants organized more than 

2000 VCDs about the Urumqi Massacre.    

 

BELGIUM 

On 5 July 2010, the Belgium Uyghur Committee organized a demonstration in front of the European 

Commission’s headquarter in Brussels. More than 50 people including Uyghurs, Tibetans and Falun Gong 

members participated in the demonstration. 

 

CANADA  

On the background of the visit of Chinese President Hu Jintao to the G-20 Toronto summit taking place on from 

26 to 27 June in this Canadian city, the Uyghur Canadian Society in collaboration with Falun Gong members, 
Tibetans and human right activists, organized a demonstration on 26 June in the Queen’s Park in Toronto, 

which had been designated as a protest area during the G20 summit. During the same day, a commemorative 

event for the victims of the Urumqi Massacre in 5 July 2009 was held. On 5 July, a demonstration, in which 

members of the Uyghur community as well as Falun Gong members and Tibetans participated, took place in 

front of the Chinese consulate in Toronto.  

 

DENMARK 

On 5 July 2010, Uyghurs in Denmark staged a demonstration in front of the Danish Parliament in Copenhagen 

in close cooperation with local Turks and Azerbaijan and Chechen communities. 

 
FINLAND 

The Finland Uyghur Community & the Uyghur Forum staged a demonstration on 2 July 2010 in front of the 

Finnish Parliament in Helsinki, in close collaboration with Uyghur sympathizers of Turk, Azerbaijani, Chechen, 

Arabs as well as the African community. See also the Radio Free Asia article on the event.  

 

FRANCE 

The WUC together with the France Uyghur Committee organized a demonstration at Place du Trocadero on 

Sunday, 4 July 2010. In the demonstrations, a couple of hundred Uyghurs from France, Belgium, Germany, 

Netherlands, Norway and Switzerland participated, as well as human right organisations such as Amnesty 
International and members of the Falun Gong movement, Tibetans and critical Chinese intellectuals. They held 
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protest signs and waved flags, then marched to the Chinese Embassy, demanding international pressure be put 

on Beijing authorities to hold a dialogue with Uyghur leaders. 

A press conference, organized by Mr. Dolkun Isa from the WUC in 

collaboration with Mr. Sylvain Garel, (President du Groupes des Elus 

Verts au Conseil de Paris), Ms. Marie Holzman (Sinologist) and Ms. 
Tran Dung NGHI (the Association Des Jeunes Vietnamiens De Paris), 

was convened two hours before the demonstration in the Hotel 

Baltimore of Paris.  

The press release on the Paris events is available in English and 

French.  

Pictures of the press conference and the demonstration can be found here.  
 

GERMANY 

Munich 

In Munich, where WUC’s headquarter is based, several events took place. On 25 June, the WUC published a 

special report on the occasion of the first anniversary of the Shaoguan accident, where dozens of Uyghur 

workers were brutally murdered my fellow Han-Chinese workers in a toy factory and caused a mass protest by 

Uyghurs in Urumqi several days later, and analyzed the true background on the causes and effects of this 

bloody accident. Two days later, on 27 June 2010, a commemorative event was organized by the East 
Turkestan Union in Europe and the Uyghur Meshrep Group for the victims of the 26 June 2009 Shaoguan 

Accident and the 5 July 2009 Urumqi Massacre.  

On the morning of 5 July 2010, a solemn vigil took place in the 

centre of Munich, organized jointly by the WUC and the Society 
for Threatened People (STP). In the afternoon a protest march 

from Karlsplatz / Stachus to Sendlinger Tor, in the very heart of 

the city, was organized by the East Turkestan Union in Europe. 

In Munich the events were organized jointly by the World Uyghur 
Congress, which promotes the human rights of the Uyghur people 

on behalf of the Uyghur exile community worldwide, and the 

Society for Threatened People (STP, www.gfbv.org), a long 

standing supporter of the Uyghurs. Mr. Asgar Can, vice president of the World Uyghur Congress, opened the 

demonstration with a speech in which he urged the Chinese government, the UN, the EU and the German 

government to take action to achieve an improvement on the human rights situation in East Turkestan. He also 

stressed repeatedly that for the World Uyghur Congress and its members the only way to solve the conflict in 

East Turkestan is through a dialogue and negotiation with the Chinese authorities and thereby reject strictly all 

kind of violence, believing that a satisfactory solution for both sides can only be found through a peaceful 

approach. 

Around 700 Uyghurs as well as the German politicians Ms. 
Margarete Bause (Chairwoman of the Green Party in the Bavarian 

Parliament), Mr. Markus Rinderspacher (Chairman of the SPD in 

the Bavarian Parliament) and Ms. Claudia Stamm (Member of the 

Green Party of the Bavarian Parliament) joint the demonstration, 

claiming for an international and independent investigation of the 

tragic events and denouncing the unfair trials and death sentences. 

The participants demanded also the liberation of political prisoners, 

the end of torture through Chinese authorities and the forced 

resettlement of Uyghur women, as well as religious and cultural 

freedom of the Uyghur population in East Turkestan and the respect of human rights in China. Ms. Bause called 

for support of the Uyghurs´ plight through the German authorities, stressing especially the situation of the 

Uyghurs detained in Guantanamo. Mr. Hanno Schedler, a representative of the STP’s Asia Desk, expressed his 

worries on the defamation and persecution of Uyghur associations in exile through Chinese authorities and the 

pressure of Chinese authorities on foreign countries to ban Uyghur exile associations.  

Press releases and media coverage of the protest march: 
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. New Tang Dynasty Television (NTDT) video (Chinese) 

. The Epoch Times article (Chinese) 

. Society for Threatened People article (German) and press release (German) 

. WUC press release (English) 

. WUC press release (German) 

. Pictures of the events can be found here.  

On 7, 8 and 9 July 2010, the German Uyghur Women’s Committee and the East Turkestan Union in Europe 

organized women’s demonstrations at Marienplatz (centre of Munich) to commemorate the Uyghur women's 

demonstration on 7 July 2009. Several members of the Women’s Committee as well as the Bavarian politician 

Ms. Margarete Bause (Chairwoman of the Green Party in the Bavarian Parliament) spoke about the human 

rights violations in East Turkestan and leaflets on the Urumqi massacre and the situation in East Turkestan 

were distributed to passersby.  

 

Berlin 

On 2 July, the Urumqi Massacre as well as the human rights situation of the Uyghur people were mentioned 

during a commemorative event in Berlin.  

 

JAPAN 

In Tokyo, two demonstrations, organized by the Japan Uyghur 
Association, took place: On 4 July 2010 in a park in Chiyoda-ku and on 

5 July 2010 in front of the Chinese Embassy, where more than 70 

people participated. See also the Radio Free Asia article in Uyghur.  

 
Video links: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UddVqtiqcgM 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77wNnNT4PaQ 

 

KAZAKHSTAN  

On 4 July 2010, the WUC vice president Mr. Qehriman Ghojamberdi's book entitled "The 5 July 2009 Urumqi 

Massacre" was published in Russian languages in Almaty. On 8 July 2010, with the participation of several 

thousand people, the Uyghurs in Kazakhstan capital Almaty commemorated the first anniversary of the 5 July 

2009 Urumqi Massacre with a religious ceremony.  
 
 

KYRGYZSTAN  

The Uyghur Association in Kyrgyzstan “Ittipaq” organized a gathering in Bishkek to commemorate the first 

anniversary of the Urumqi Massacre on 5 July 2009.  

 

NETHERLANDS 

The Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO) facilitated a joint protest with the East 
Turkestan Organisation in the Netherlands and Turks 
Academische Studenten Associatie (TASA) on 5 July in The 
Hague in front of the Dutch Parliament. Moments of silence and 

speeches to the crowd were symbols of respect and solidarity 

towards those Uyghur protesters attacked with disproportionate 

force by paramilitary forces. More than 50 people including 

Uyghurs, members of the UNPO, members of the Dutch 

Parliament, and Dutch Socialist Party participated to the 

demonstration. 

 

More information:  

. UNPO’s English press release can be found here. 
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. UNPO’s article on the event (English) 

. Dutch Socialist politician Harry van Bommel’s article (Dutch) 

. Radio Free Asia article (Uyghur) 

 

NORWAY 

On 5 July 2010, the Norway Uyghur Committee organized a protest march in Oslo, beginning from the 

Norwegian Parliament to the Chinese Embassy in Norway. See also the Radio Free Asia article on the event.  

 

SWEDEN 

On 3 July, in close collaboration with the Norway Uyghur Committee and the Sweden Uyghur Committee, 

Uyghur youth from the two countries commemorated the first 

anniversary of the 5 July 2009 Urumqi Massacre with a joint football 

match and a commemoration event.  

Two days later, on 5 July 2010, the Sweden Uyghur Committee & 
Sweden Uyghur Education Union organized a protest march from 

the Riksdag (Swedish Parliament) to the Chinese Embassy in Sweden. 

More than 100 people including Uyghurs, Turks, Azerbaijanis and 

Uyghur sympathizers in Sweden joined the demonstration. 

Representative of the Azerbaijan community in Sweden made a 

speech during the event. 

 

TURKEY 

In Turkey, many different events in various Turkish cities, organized jointly by all East Turkestan Organizations 
in Turkey, took place.  

 

Ankara 

On 23 June 2010, Mr. Seyit Tumtürk and Mr. Hayrullah Efendigil visited the headquarters of the Confederation 

of the Turkish Public Workers Union (Türkiye Kamu Çalışanları Sendikaları Konfederasyonu, "TÜRKAV"), which is 

one of the largest civil organizations in Turkey. The WUC delegation appealed the TÜRKAV to support the 

planned protest activities of the WUC all around Turkey around the first anniversary of the Urumqi massacre. 

On the same day, the former Turkish State Minister and the Member of the Turkish Parliament Mr. Reşat 
DOĞRU submitted a special request to the Turkish government on the occasion of the first anniversary of the 

Urumqi massacre and demanded a statement on what has been undertaken so far by the government to 

investigate and clarify the Urumqi massacre against the Uyghur people by the Chinese security forces a year 

ago. The WUC vice president Mr. Seyit Tumtürk and the Head of the Ankara Office of the East Turkestan 

Culture and Solidarity Association Mr. Hayrullah Efendigil visited Mr. Reşat DOĞRU on 24 June to express 

WUC's gratefulness to him in raising awareness to the worsening human rights situation of the Uyghur people. 

On 2 June, a photo exhibition sponsored by the Ankara Office of the East Turkestan Culture and Solidarity 

Association was opened at the Kizilay Square in Ankara.  

On 5 July, with a participation of more than 500 people including Members of the Turkish Parliament, 

representatives of Turkish civil organizations, Uyghurs and Turks, a demonstration was staged in front of the 

Chinese embassy in Ankara. Member of the Turkish Parliament Mr. Atilla Kaya, vice president of the 

Confederation of the Turkish Public Workers Union (Türkiye Kamu Çalışanları Sendikaları Konfederasyonu, 

"TÜRKAV") Mr. Fahrettin Yokus and WUC vice president Mr. Seyit Tumtürk made speeches during the 

demonstration. See also the Radio Free Asia article on the demonstration.  

On the same day, a press conference was convened at the Turkish parliament. More than 20 newspaper and 25 

TV correspondents participated to the conference, which were attended by Member of the Turkish Parliament 

and the vice president of the Nationalist Movement Party Mr. Memet Ekici, Mr. Memet Sandir and Atilla Kaya. 
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Istanbul 

On 1 July 2010, the East Turkestan Forum organized a press conference at the Eresin Hotel in Istanbul. 

Members of the East Turkestan Forum including East Turkestan Foundation, East Turkestan Culture and 

Solidarity Association, East Turkestan Refugees Association, East Turkestan Education and Solidarity 

Association, East Turkestan Youth Organization, East Turkestan Cooperation Organization and the Euro-Asia 

Research Center as well as scores of journalists and representatives from a number of other Turkish 

organizations attended the conference. 

Three days later, on 4 July 2010, all East Turkestan 

organizations in Turkey jointly staged a demonstration 

under the banner of East Turkestan Forum in Taksim 

Square in Istanbul. More than 1000 people joined the 

demonstration including Uyghurs, Turks and 

representatives from the Turkish political parties and civil 

organizations such as The Felicity Party (Saadet Partisi), the 

Great Union Party (Büyük Birlik Partisi - BBP), the National 

Movement Party (Milliyetçi Hareket Partisi, MHP) as well 

as the Association of the of Human Rights and Solidarity for 

the Oppressed People (İnsan Hakları ve Mazlumlar İçin 

Dayanışma Derneği, "MAZLUMDER"), the Turkish Idealist 

Movements and the Alperen Society.  On day later, 

another demonstration was held in front of the Chinese General Consulate in Istanbul.  

 

Kayseri 

On 26 June 2010, with a participation of more than 400 people including Uyghurs and Turks, a commemoration 

event titled "A forgotten homeland East Turkestan and the 5 July 2009 Urumqi Massacre" was organized at the 

Municipal Government Building of the Turkish city Kayseri in close collaboration with the Association of the of 

Human Rights and Solidarity for the Oppressed People (İnsan Hakları ve Mazlumlar İçin Dayanışma Derneği, 

"MAZLUMDER") in Turkey and the East Turkestan Culture and Solidarity Association. President of the 

MAZLUMDER Mr. Faruk Ünsal and head of the MAZLUMDER in Kayseri Mr. Ergün Sezen presented speeches 

during the ceremony.  

 

UKRAINE 

The NGO BIZIM QIRIM (a Crimean Tatar organisation) and its members 

and supporters organized in solidarity with the Uyghur cause a 

demonstration in front of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China 

to Ukraine in Kiev. Through this event, the participants expressed their 

indignation and protest against China's official policy towards the 

Uyghur people. 

The Meeting began at 11:00. Activists held over an hour posters with 

slogans like "Stop massacring the Uyghur", "Stop the repression," 

“Freedom to political prisoners", "Stop assimilating the Uyghur”. At the end of the picket the President of the 

NGO BIZIM QIRIM Mr. Abduraman Egiz handed an appeal letter to the Chinese Embassy addressed to the 

People's Republic of China. Thus, the Crimean youth expressed solidarity with the Uyghur people who just like 

Crimeans, for many years are struggling for their rights. 

 

UNITED KINGDOM 

On 5 July 2010, the Uyghur UK Association organized a demonstration and a photo exhibition in front of the 

Chinese Embassy in London. Amnesty International as well as other human rights organisations participated in 

the event. During the demonstration, leaflets on the situation in East Turkestan were distributed and a press 

release on the Urumqi massacre was read.  
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UNITED STATES 

Los Angeles 

On 5 July, in Santa Monica, Los Angeles, the Uyghur community organized an information desk about the 

Urumqi massacre. Pictures can be seen here.  

 

New York 

On 8 July 2010, the World Uyghur Congress and the Young Turks USA 

staged a demonstration in front of China’s Permanent Mission to the UN to 

defend Uyghurs’ human rights and commemorate the one-year anniversary 

of Urumqi tragedy. The demonstration included speeches from different 

human rights activists. The English press release of the event can be found 

here.  

 

 

Media coverage of the event: 

Turkish Gazete "Urumçi`ye selam direnişe devam" 

Amerikali Türk "Amerika`daki Türkler Çin`i Protesto Etti" 

 

Washington, DC 

On 1 July 2010, a report entitled “Can Anyone Hear Us? Voices from the 2009 Unrest in Urumchi” written by 

the Uyghur Human Rights Project (UHRP http://www.uhrp.org) was launched in the NED Conference Hall. This 

event, which was organized by the Uyghur American Association, the WUC and the National Endowment for 
Democracy, was accompanied by a roundtable discussion on “Uyghur-Han Tensions: Causes and 

Consequences”. A part from the intervention of international experts, US Congress members and 

representatives of Human Rights Watch and Reporters Without Borders, Mr. Carl Gershman, NED´s president 

held a speech on the human rights situation in East Turkestan and a written statement by Ms. Rebiya Kadeer 

was read by Mr. Omer Kanat, Vice President of the WUC. 

The videos of the roundtable can be found here: 

. Panel 1 http://vimeo.com/13155852  

. Panel 2 http://vimeo.com/13179684  

. Carl Gershman’s statement http://vimeo.com/13159902  

. Rebiya Kadeer’s statement http://vimeo.com/13159040  

The report can be downloaded here. 

Related information:  

. UAA and UHRP press release (01 July 2010) 

. Radio Free Asia article on the event (01 July 2010) 

. Initiatives for China, “NED President Addresses Conference on Uyghur Repression and Unrest”, press note 

(02 July 2010) 

. “Ending the silence on China's Uighur repression”, article by Carl Gershman in The Washington Post (05 July 

2010) 

. “Uighurs Mark Anniversary of Deadly Protests in China”, article by William Ide, Voice of America (5 July 

2010). 

 

The same day, on the occasion of the first anniversary of the 5 July 2009 Urumqi Massacre, the WUC president 

Ms. Rebiya Kadeer visited US State Department and held special meetings with several high level officials. See 

also Radio Free Asia article of 02 July 2010. 

The WUC president Ms. Rebiya Kadeer called upon the Uyghur people for national solidarity on the occasion of 

the first anniversary of the 5 July 2009 Urumqi Massacre during her interview with Radio Free Asia. 
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In 5 July, with comprehensive printed materials and more than 400 photos about the Urumqi Massacre, the 

International Uyghur Human Rights and Democracy Foundation (IUHRDF) organized an information desk in 

front of the White House in Washington, DC. During the same day, a march to the Chinese Embassy was 

organized, in which Ms. Rebiya Kadeer held a speech on the human rights situation in East Turkestan. 

For more information: http://www.uyghurcongress.org/uy/?p=1721  


