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Why Does the World Uyghur Congress 
Oppose Granting Beijing the Upcoming 
2022 Winter Olympics? 

 
 

(1) Tacit support for China’s ongoing human rights abuses: The legitimacy of 

Chinese leadership and their support for continued human rights abuses will be validated by the 

international community through its acceptance of the games. The three stated Olympic values of 

excellence, friendship and respect are undermined when showcased by a state that consistently flouts these 

principles with regards to its most vulnerable citizens. 

(2) Promises of human rights reforms went unfulfilled after Beijing 2008: 
Despite revamped IOC requirements for host countries, we fear that there will be few changes with regards 

to human rights concerns, as was the case in 2008 after the government made clear claims that the human 

rights situation has been improving in the country. 

(3) Olympic games often minimize more significant societal problems: 
History has shown that more often than not, the celebration of the games themselves overshadows the 

more pernicious aspects of society. Not only do the games minimize the true nature of these problems, but 

they often fuel human rights abuses in the process. 

(4) Assault on civil society groups increase markedly during the games: Civil 

society groups are often targeted in relation to events that train the eye of the international community 

onto a particular city or country. This was witnessed both in Beijing in 2008 and in Sochi in 2014 with civil 

society activists threatened, intimidated and arraigned on dubious charges. 

(5) Exploitation of migrant workers: As with all major sporting events on this scale, venues 

and infrastructure must be built tremendously quickly, allowing for effective regulations to fall by the 

wayside. Thousands of migrant workers are routinely denied proper wages, work under dangerous 

conditions and are provided sparse access to medical or other services. 

(6) Forced evictions widespread: Consultation with communities impacted by the games has 

thus far been nowhere to be found. Forced evictions and land seizures marked the 2008 Olympics in Beijing 

and all signs point to a return of these activities, buttressed by the apparent support from last time around.  

(7) Electronic surveillance of foreign guests and reporters: China backtracked on 

its promises to expand freedoms for foreign journalists covering the 2008 Olympics in Beijing, resulting in 

widespread surveillance and the blocking of certain websites. Since Xi Jinping took office in March, 2013, 

he has overseen a significant crackdown on domestic journalists and academics, which suggests that the 

Chinese leader will have no qualms restricting foreign reporters as well. 

(8) Discriminatory employment policies: Employment discrimination in Olympic-related 

positions in Beijing in 2008 was common, with job advertisements stipulating strong preferences for young, 

tall and beautiful women as well as etiquette volunteers who, “have a nice face with well-positioned 

features; a slender and well-positioned body” and must be “graceful and attractive”. The likely outcome 

will be the same in 2022. 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2008/02/06/china-crackdown-violates-olympic-promises
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/magazine/does-hosting-the-olympics-actually-pay-off.html?_r=0&gwh=830D92ED4971F4BD73E7F79713323D4B&gwt=pay&assetType=nyt_now
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/08/10/magazine/does-hosting-the-olympics-actually-pay-off.html?_r=0&gwh=830D92ED4971F4BD73E7F79713323D4B&gwt=pay&assetType=nyt_now
http://www.palgraveconnect.com/pc/doifinder/view/10.1057/9780230359185.0001
https://www.hrw.org/news/2008/03/12/china-beijings-migrant-construction-workers-abused
https://www.hrw.org/news/2008/02/06/china-crackdown-violates-olympic-promises
http://www.hrw.org/news/2007/05/30/china-media-freedom-under-assault-ahead-2008-olympics
http://www.hrw.org/news/2007/05/30/china-media-freedom-under-assault-ahead-2008-olympics
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2015/country-chapters/china-and-tibet

