
Pressure on Uyghur
Refugees´ Relatives
Chinese authorities

are putting families of

Uyghurs who have

sought asylum in

Europe under

pressure to make

them return to China.

On 21 March, Radio

Free Asia (RFA)

quoted Uyghur

refugees stating that

their relatives in East

Turkestan had been

questioned for hours

by the police and

threatened of never

being able to see their

children again if they

would not return

immediately to China.

At least 20 Uyghur

refugees, most of

whom left China to

escape the harsh

crackdown following

the July 2009 unrest,

reported to have

heard about their

parents risking to lose

their passports. Some

of them reported that

police had already

confiscated their

Uyghur Sentenced to Death in the
Aftermath of Kargilik Incident
The WUC strongly condemns the decision of the

Intermediate People´s Court in Kashgar

Prefecture which, on 26 March, sentenced to

death Abdukerem Mamut (Abudukeremu

Mamuti) on charges of “organizing and leading a

terrorist group and committing murder”, in

connection to the Kargilik incident of 28 February

2012. Official Chinese media portrayed the

Kargilik incident as an outbreak of violence

stemmed from an unknown number of

“attackers” who killed 15 people and injured

another 14 in Kargilik market before police

shooting eight of them dead. One security guard

was killed during the incident and police arrested

Abdukerem Mamut at the scene. Yet, reliable

information about the incident is still difficult to

be provided due to Chinese censorship. Local

sources witnessed that actually 12 people were

killed in the incident, seven of whom were

members of the security forces, and the police

had shot dead 10 Uyghurs while injuring another

11. For more information see here. 

The Agony of
Uyghur Political
Prisoners in Chinese
Jails
On 22 March, Radio

Free Asia published

the witness accounts

of two Uyghur women

whose relative had

died in a Chinese jail.

In response to the

Barin uprising of 5

April 1990, the

Chinese authorities

killed an untold

number of Uyghurs,

and imprisoned

roughly 3000

Uyghurs. Around 200

people were later

sentenced to death.

One of them was

Mahat Hasan, who

sentenced to death

after a closed trial. His

sentence was later

commuted to life in

prison. Mahat Hassan

died in detention last

February. Authorities

still refuse to inform

his family on which

charges he was

actually condemned.
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parents travel

documents and

invalidated them with

black stamps to

prevent them from

going visiting their

children abroad. More

information here.

Analysis on the
Narrative of the
Uyghur Terrorist
Threat    
In March 2012,
PONARS Eurasia
published a paper
by Sean Roberts
(George
Washington
University) entitled
'Imaginary
Terrorism? The
Global War on
Terror and the
Narrative of the
Uyghur Terrorist
Threat'. The author
analyses the
creation and
reproduction of the
narrative about
Uyghur terrorism
threat as it has been
presented to the
international
community by the
Chinese authorities
while seeking to
provide a more

UHRP Report on China´s Demolition of
Uyghur Communities
On 2 April, the Uyghur Human Rights Project

(UHRP) launched a new report that addresses

the destruction of Uyghur cultural heritage in the

Old Silk Road city of Kashgar and in whole East

Turkestan. Over the past years, and especially in

the wake of Urumqi´s 2009 unrest, Chinese

authorities have carried out a “modernization”

program which has forced thousands of Uyghurs

to move from their traditional housing to new

Chinese-style blocks of flats. The UHRP

denounced that these relocations have occurred

without any consultation with the Uyghur

communities. The organization denounces its

deep regret about the tremendous loss of

cultural heritage that will trigger by such

assimilative program.

Upcoming Events

WUC General Assembly and Leadership

Training Seminar, Tokyo

His wife Asim Khan

and his sister

Busaram Hassan

have spoken with RFA

on their family´s

harrowing experience

over the past years.

Read more here.

New AI Report
on Death Penalty
On 27 March
2012, Amnesty
International
(AI) published its
new annual report
on the death
penalty, entitled
"Death sentences
and executions in
2011." 
In 2011, China again
topped the list of
states with the
highest number of
executions
worldwide. In fact,
China has
consistently figured
among the top 5
executioners over
the past five years.
China accounts for
by far the most
executions, with
thousands of people
believed to be
executed each
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evidence-based
evaluation of the
threat that possible
Uyghur militants
pose both to China
and the world. The
author has
conducted accurate
research on dozens
of cases of unrest in
East Turkestan from
1991 to 2011,
stressing that most
of them cannot be
portrayed as
terroristic attacks.

In May 2012, WUC´s 4th General Assembly (14

– 17 May), as well as the 6th Leadership training

Seminar (18 – 20 May) will be held in Tokyo,

Japan. Uyghur delegates from all over the world

will elect the new WUC leadership and discuss

on the future strategy to raise the Uyghur

legitimate cause for freedom and democracy.

Leaders of different Japanese political parties,

Members of Parliament, and government

officials as well as the representatives of

international human rights organizations will be

invited to the Opening Ceremony which will take

place on 14 May at the Japanese Parliament

and which is open to the public. More

information here.

year– more than the
rest of the world put
together. According
to AI, all trials in
China are
fundamentally
flawed – with courts
routinely relying on
evidence extracted
through torture or
other ill-treatment,
and defendants
frequently denied
the right to choose
their own lawyers.

Media Work

WUC Concerned about New Chinese Terrorist List

In its 6 April press release, the WUC expressed its concern about the publication of a new “terrorist list”

by the Chinese Ministry of Public Security. Six Uyghur men have been included in the list, namely

Nurmemet Memetmin, Abdulkyum Kurban, Paruh Tursun, Tursunjan Ebibla, Nurmemet Raxit, and Mamat

Imin Nurmamat, on charges of belonging to the East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), an alleged

terrorist organization deemed by China as the greatest threat to the country’s safety. The WUC however

believes that the Chinese authorities are once again overstating the “Uyghur terror threat” to the country,

misusing the “global war on terror” to further increase its crackdown on the Uyghur population.

 
WUC Denounces Chinese Pressures on Japan to Hinder WUC General Assembly in Tokyo

In its 10 April press release, the WUC denounced China´s unjustified pressure on the Japanese

authorities in a bid to refrain the organisation to host its 4th General Assembly (GA) in Tokyo between 14

and 17 May. The Chinese authorities stated that “the organization [WUC] seeks to damage Chinese

sovereignty.” The GA is followed by the WUC annual Leadership Training Seminar. The WUC urged

Japanese authorities to not comply with Chinese claims. WUC President Rebiya Kadeer expressed her

concerns about Chinese attempts to extend its pressure even to democratic countries since it is not the

first time that China tried to hinder or block Uyghur events in exile. The WUC urged the international

community to express its disagreement with China´s pressure on foreign governments to violate basic

human rights.

Past Events

Uyghurs’ Plight Discussed at 19th session of the UN Human Rights Council 

From 27 February until 23 March 2012, the 19th session of the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) was
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held in Geneva, Switzerland. The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) conveyed its deepest gratitude to all

stakeholders that raised and discussed the violation of Uyghur human rights. The Helsinki Foundation for

Human Rights (IHF), the Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples (MRAP),

the Nonviolent Radical Party Transnational Transparty (NRPTT) as well as delegates from the US and

the UE highlighted the plight of the Uyghur people.

 

Uyghur Delegation Meets Turkish Authorities

An Uyghur delegation consisting of the president of the East Turkestan Foundation in Turkey Memet

Eysa, vice president Eser Saka and one of the founding members Erkin Ekram were received by the

Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bekir Bozdağand the Speaker of the Turkish Parliament Cemil Çiçek on 14

March.

 
WUC Delegates in Saudi Arabia

A WUC delegation consisting of WUC vice president Seyit Tumturk and head of the WUC's Committee for

Religion Turghunjan Alawdun started their two-weeks visit to Saudi Arabia on 19 March. The WUC

delegation met with members of the Uyghur community in Saudi Arabia and discussed a better

communication and cooperation in the future.

Rebiya Kadeer Speaks at the Georgetown University

Presented by the “Thinking Beyond the Beltway and The Asia-Pacific Forum” and sponsored by the

Graduate Student Organization (GSO), Rebiya Kadeer gave a keynote speech to share her story of

political activism and the continued fight to expose the repression of the Uyghur people during an event

titled "Minority Rights in China: A Spotlight on the Uyghur People" at the Georgetown University on 19

March.

WUC´s Vice General Secretary at the Turkish Television

The WUC's vice General Secretary and the Professor at the Ankara University Dr. Erkin Emet

participated a discussion program of the Turkish Kanal B about the Uyghur people and Uyghur culture,

which was broadcasted live on 21 March.

 

WUC Vice President in Turkey to Spread Awareness towards the Uyghurs´ Plight

Aiming to raise awareness towards the worsening human rights situation of the Uyghur people in East

Turkestan on the occasion of the 2012 China Culture Year in Turkey, WUC vice president Seyit Tumturk

participated in several activities in the Turkish Province Isparta. He presented a special report on the

situation of the Uyghur people and East Turkestan during a conference at the Suleyman Demirel

University (SDU) on 27 March, which was sponsored by the Student's Association of the SDU and

participated by more than 500 people including professors and students of the SDU. Mr. Tumturk also

met with Governor of the Isparta Province and the Major of city Isparta respectively and briefed them on

the recent situation in East Turkestan.

Uyghur Newruz Celebrations

In March and April, Uyghurs around the world celebrated Newruz Spring Festival:
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East Turkestan organizations in Turkey including the East Turkestan Foundation, East Turkestan

Youth Association etc. participated a joint Newruz celebration in Istanbul on 21 March.

Organized by the Uyghur American Association, more than 150 Uyghurs in and around 

Washington, DC gathered together on 24 March to celebrate the 2012 Newruz Festival.

About 200 Uyghurs participated to the 2012 Newruz Celebration, which was organized by the

Norway Uyghur Committee, on 24 March in Norwegian capital Oslo.

East Turkestan Australian Association organized an event on 24 March in Adelaide to celebrate

the 2012 Newruz Festival. Several hundred Uyghurs including the WUC vice president Husseyin

Hesen participated to the celebration.

The East Turkestan Union in Europe and the London based Uyghur Ensemble jointly organized a

2012 Newruz Celebration on 2 April in Munich, Germany. More than 300 people including the

former WUC president Erkin Alptekin, members of the WUC leadership, and a number of guests

of honour from Netherlands, U.K and U.S, as well as Uyghur from all around Germany

participated in this event.

ETCSA Protests on the Occasion of the 2012 China Cultural Year in Turkey

On 2 April, the East Turkestan Culture and Solidarity Association organized a protest in front of the hall,

where the Chinese acrobats were holding a concert on the occasion of the 2012 China Culture Year in

Turkey. WUC vice president Seyit Tumturk made a statement to the press and criticized the Chinese

authorities of spreading propaganda on the situation of the Uyghur people in East Turkestan.

 

Commemoration of Barin Uprising

On 5 April 1990, in Barin village of East Turkestan, the Chinese government cracked down on peaceful

protest by Uyghurs demanding greater democracy and religious freedom. Hundreds of men, women and

children were massacred during the brutal crackdown by the Chinese authorities. Every year, WUC

member organizations organize memorial events to commemorate the Barin uprising in many parts of the

world:

The East Turkestan Union in Europe organized a demonstration in front of the Chinese General

Consulate in Munich, Germany on 5 April to protest the brutal crackdown on the Barin Uprising of

the Uyghur people by China on 5 April 1990.

A praying service was held in participation with scores of people including the WUC vice president

Kahraman Ghojamberdi and a number of Uyghur intellectuals in Kazakh capital Almaty on 5 April

to commemorate the 22 year's Anniversary of the Barin Uprising.

Organized by the Uyghur Canadian Association, Uyghurs in Toronto protested in front of the

Chinese General Consulate on 5 April against the brutal crackdown of the Barin Uprising by the

Chinese authorities 22 years ago.

The East Turkestan Australian Association organized an event on 5 April to commemorate the

Barin Uprising.

WUC Secretary General in Japan

On 3 April, WUC Secretary General Dolkun Isa gave a speech at the conference "Freedom in Asia and

the Wave of Democratization" in Tokyo, Japan, to which also Dr. Lobsang Sangay, Primer Minister of the

Tibetan Government in Exile was invited. A part from that, during his stay in Japan Mr. Isa gave several
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media interviews and appeared in the Japanese television where he spoke among other things about the

upcoming WUC General Assembly.

Erdoğan´s Landmark Visit to East Turkestan

Turkish Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, made a three-day official visit to China, including to East

Turkestan, being the first Turkish prime minister to visit the region. Although he arrived in Urumqi on 8

April, Chinese media did not report any news concerning the event, until after his arrival on Beijing, the

next day. The Uyghur issue is deemed to be a sensible topic between the two countries due to Erdogan´s

official statements in the aftermath of the July 2009 unrest in Urumqi. He denounced indeed Chinese

clampdown as a genocide and urged the United Nation Security Council to discuss the violence occurred

in the region.
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