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 Urgency Resolution of the European Parliament 
on Safeguarding Kashgar 
The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) on 
behalf of the Uyghur community around the  
world applauds the Urgency Resolution on 
Safeguarding Kashgar adopted today in the 
European Parliament (a transcript of the 
debate is available here). With this 
resolution, the European Parliament is 
publicly expressing that the Old City of 
Kashgar must be preserved and destruction 
halted. The ancient city of Kashgar, located 
in the very heart of the Silk Road, is not only 
a crucial cultural site for Uyghur identity, 
but part of world civilization with its unique 
reflections of accumulated history, 
tolerance and cultural diversity. The 
urgency resolution is both a clear and 
unequivocal signal to the Chinese 
authorities to uphold its responsibilities to 
preserve world heritage sites like Kashgar 
and the Uyghur culture, and also to stop the 
ongoing human rights violations against the 
Uyghur population in East Turkestan.  

It has almost been two years since the 
Chinese government announced the 
“Kashgar Dangerous House Reform” and 
subsequently advanced the demolition of 
Kashgar Old City. Since then, the world has 
been witnessing how Old Kashgar is 
disappearing step by step and it is believed 
that the objective of 85% destruction of the 
Old City will be reached soon. Although 
many voices condemned the demolition 
project from the very beginning, the Chinese 
government has not heard these voices. 
Instead, Chinese authorities have 
continuously highlighted that the demolition 
of Kashgar Old City is in the best interests of 
the Uyghur people since it aims to protect 
residents from earthquakes. In the place of 
traditional Uyghur housings, which have 
remained there for centuries, new 
apartment blocks are being constructed.  

At the same time, the few remaining parts of 
the old city center are converted into tourist 
sites and Uyghurs´ cultural and religious 
heritage is ‘disneyficated’. Uyghur 
population of the Old City area is 
involuntarily resettled and in addition suffers 
from the ongoing economic and social 
marginalization imposed by Chinese 
authorities. This systematic economic 

discrimination is not only violating the 
Uyghurs´ right to development, but is also 
increasing social tensions. The Chinese 
government’s economic discrimination 
against Uyghurs was one of the main root 
causes of the tragic July 2009 events. 

Therefore, the destruction of Kashgar has to 
be framed in a larger systematic and center-
driven plan to extinguish Uyghur culture, and 
to assimilate Uyghur people into Han 
Chinese culture in order to further the 
dominance of the Chinese Communist Party 
and to silence Uyghur voices. The absence of 
Uyghur voices on the government-leaded 
Kashgar project is notorious. However, it is 
not surprising. As in other social and political 
areas, Uyghurs´ right to freedom of 
expression and opinion has been again 
violated in the Kashgar case. At the same 
time, even organizations like UNESCO, in 
charge of the protection of cultural heritage, 
have been silent in public instead of 
condemning Kashgar´s demolition. European 
Parliament´s Urgency Resolution is therefore 
also a sign to international community that 
Kashgar needs to be protected. 

WUC President Rebiya Kadeer  warmly 
welcomed the adoption of the resolution, 
saying that “despite Chinese government´s 
attempts to hide the real purpose of 
Kashgar´s demolition, the European 
Parliament has seen through Beijing’s 
intentions and told the world: Kashgar must 
be saved and protected! We are deeply 
grateful for this support which is crucial for 
our work and our people”. 

Media coverage: 

European Parliament Calls to End Kashgar 
Demolition, UNPO, 16 March 2011 

欧盟议会批准保护喀什古城决议 (European 
Parliament: Stop the Destruction of Kashgar), 
Deutsche Welle, 10 March 2011 

MEPs urge China to stop the destruction of 
cultural heritage, Int. Business Time, 11 March 
2011 

Resolution Lacks Teeth, RFA, 15 March 2011  

Erdbeben-Sicherheit contra Menschenrechte: 
China will kulturelle Identität der Uiguren durch 
"Sanierungsmaßnahmen" zerstören, GfbV, 14 
March 2011 

TOP STORY 

Note: This resolution follows a 
conference on the City of 
Kashgar sponsored by Frida 
Brepoels MEP and convened 
by the Unrepresented Nations 
and Peoples Organization 
(UNPO) and the Belgian 
Uyghur Association held on 27 
January 2011 in the European 
Parliament in Brussels. The 
conference detailed the 
ongoing destruction of what is 
a unique Silk Road city by the 
Chinese authorities despite 
appeals for conservation and 
preservation of the city, even 
from within China itself. As a 
result of that conference, a 
remarkable level of cross-
party support was expressed 
for an urgency resolution. 
UNPO and the WUC have 
since then been actively 
lobbying for the support of 
this resolution within the 
European Parliament. 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+P7-RC-2011-0168+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+P7-RC-2011-0168+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+MOTION+P7-RC-2011-0168+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN�
http://www.unpo.org/downloads/169.pdf�
http://unpo.org/article/12370�
http://unpo.org/article/12370�
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,14903896,00.html�
http://hken.ibtimes.com/articles/121423/20110310/meps-urge-china-to-stop-the-destruction-of-cultural-heritage-kashgar.htm�
http://hken.ibtimes.com/articles/121423/20110310/meps-urge-china-to-stop-the-destruction-of-cultural-heritage-kashgar.htm�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/resolution-03152011175916.html�
http://www.gfbv.de/pressemit.php?id=2622&PHPSESSID=9e7ef5baed83a3e9bf121f5454ab4b1f�
http://www.gfbv.de/pressemit.php?id=2622&PHPSESSID=9e7ef5baed83a3e9bf121f5454ab4b1f�
http://www.gfbv.de/pressemit.php?id=2622&PHPSESSID=9e7ef5baed83a3e9bf121f5454ab4b1f�
http://www.unpo.org/article/12104�
http://www.unpo.org/article/12104�
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Human Rights Violations Against Uyghur People 
Discussed During UN Human Rights Council  
The 16th session of the UN Human Rights 
Council (HRC, 28 February – 25 March 2011) 
concluded on Friday, 25 March 2011, in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The World Uyghur 
Congress conveys its deepest gratitude to 
the country and intergovernmental 
delegations, and the non-governmental 
organisations in consultative status to the 
UN that raised and discussed the Uyghurs´ 
plight at the HRC session. 

On 11 March 2011, during the general 
debate on item 3 (“Promotion and 
protection of all human rights, civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights, 
including the right to development”), the 
Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) 
delivered an oral statement on the arbitrary 
detention of Uyghur human rights defenders 
and activists, the torture of political 
prisoners like Alim Abdurehim, the son of 
well-known Uyghur human rights activist 
Rebiya Kadeer, the denial of medical care for 
ethnic Uyghur Mehmet Eli Rozi currently in 
detention in China, as well as the systematic 
economic discrimination Uyghurs are facing 
today in East Turkestan.  

On 14 and 15 March 2011, the general 
debate on item 4 (“Human Rights situations 
that require the Council´s attention”) took 
place, during which several country 
statements referred to the Uyghurs. In its 
oral statement, Hungary, on behalf of the 
EU, welcomed “the visit of UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Right to Food to China in 
December 2010, as well as the reduction in 
China of the numbers of crimes carrying the 
death penalty, hoping that China will take 
further steps towards its complete abolition”. 
In the complete written version of this 
statement, distributed in the conference 
room, the EU further said that “the EU is 
concerned by increased violations of the 
rights to freedom of expression and freedom 
of assembly as well as by the increasing use 
of extra-legal measures to harass and restrict 
the activities of lawyers and human rights 
defenders, and is also concerned on the 
frequent reports of torture and ill-treatment 
of prisoners. The rights of persons belonging 
to ethnic and religious minorities, notably in 

Tibet and Xinjiang, need to be fully respected 
in accordance with the Chinese Constitution 
and international standards. The EU 
encourages China to accelerate its efforts to 
ratify the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights”.  

The United States highlighted in its oral 
statement on item 4 that “China restricts 
religious freedom, and freedom of 
expression, including on Internet. Human 
rights defenders, including lawyers, face 
imprisonment. Tight controls on Uyghur and 
Tibetan language, religion, and culture 
continue”. 

Germany proclaimed in its item 4 statement 
that “[…] we call on China to guarantee 
freedom of opinion and expression in its 
minority regions, in particular in Tibet and 
Xinjiang, together with the protection of all 
human rights it has committed to as an 
international obligation”. 

Also the Czech Republic addressed the 
human rights situation in China and the 
Uyghurs in its statement. “We welcome the 
declarations of the high representative of 
China on their willingness to discuss human 
rights issues and are keen to see them put 
into practice, for example through an 
inclusive dialogue on freedom of expression 
and respect to freedom of assembly in all 
parts of its territory. In this regard, we wish 
to specifically call upon the Chinese 
authorities to address the unsatisfactory 
situation of the rights of national minorities 
such as the Uyghurs in the Xinjiang 
Autonomous Region or Tibetan people”. 

Jana Brandt (WUC Project Coordinator) 
delivered a statement under item 4 on 
behalf of the Nonviolent Radical Party 
Transnational and Transparty (NRP), 
condemning the violation of freedom of 
expression of the Uyghur people, and 
highlighting the harsh prison sentences for 
nearly a dozen Uyghur media workers in 
2010. The NRP called upon the HRC to urge 
the Chinese government to unconditionally 
and immediately release all imprisoned 
journalists and media workers. 

FEATURED ARTICLE 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item3-GD-NGO-Threatened-Peoples_new.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-Hungary-behalf-of-European-Union.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-United-States.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-United-States.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-Germany.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-Germany.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-Czech-Republic.pdf�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/wp-content/uploads/Item4-GD-NGO-Nonviolent-Radical-PArty.pdf�
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New Death Sentences in East Turkestan 
The World Uyghur Congress is deeply 
concerned about the new death sentences 
handed down for seven people in East 
Turkestan. According to Chinese news 
sources dated March 23, seven people 
were sentenced to death by the Kashgar 
Intermediate People’s Court and three 
others received death sentences with a 
two-year reprieve. Although the ethnicity 
of the sentenced people is not specified, 
the WUC believes that all are Uyghurs since 
the sentenced people appear to have 
Uyghur names. Chinese media sources 
state that the seven sentenced to death 
are among a dozen people involved in 2008 
and October 2010. All of them were 
sentenced for “robbery and murder”, 
allegedly committed on three occasions 
last year between August and October.  

These new sentences come only few weeks 
after the death sentences imposed on four 
Uyghur men, Turhun Turdi, Abdulla Tunyaz, 
Ahunniyaz Nur, and Abdukerim 
Abdurahman, in February 2011, for their 
alleged roles in three separate incidents 
that took place between August and 
November 2010 and on two other Uyghur 
men, Yasin Kadeer and Ahmet Kurban, who 
received death sentences with a two-year 
reprieve in connection with the incidents. 

While the WUC clearly rejects any act of 
criminal violence, the WUC is deeply 
concerned that these judicial death 
sentences are likely to be an instance of the 
arbitrary use of the death penalty to 
intimidate the Uyghur population of East 
Turkestan, part of an ongoing pattern of 
politically motivated criminal charges, unfair 
trials, and disproportionate penalties. 

The Chinese authorities routinely equate 
Uyghurs’ peaceful political, religious, and 
cultural activities with terrorism and 
religious extremism.  The Chinese 
authorities use the fact that the Uyghurs 
happen to be Muslim to appeal to negative 
stereotypes.  The authorities found an 
opportunity in the September 11th attacks 
to justify an increased and intensified 
crackdown on the Uyghur people.  They use 
security campaigns and the global war on 
terror as pretexts to persecute and repress 
the Uyghur people.  The crackdown has 
even further intensified since the July 2009 

protest and ethnic unrest in Urumchi, the 
regional capital. The authorities use 
vaguely-worded provisions in the Criminal 
Law, such as “endangering state security” 
and “disturbing public order,” to prosecute 
and imprison Uyghurs who peacefully 
exercise their rights. Also these new 
convicts where sentenced for having been 
involved in ”plotting terrorist activities”. 

According to Amnesty International, with 
the exception of one Tibetan case, East 
Turkestan is the only region in China where 
prisoners of conscience have been executed 
in recent years.  Amnesty International has 
repeatedly stated that no one who is 
sentenced to death in China receives a fair 
trial.  Uyghurs detained in the wake of 
unrest in Urumchi in July 2009 have 
frequently been subjected to arbitrary 
arrest and imprisonment, torture and other 
forms of ill-treatment, incommunicado 
detentions, denial of access to lawyers and 
family members, and trials devoid of due 
process. 

The WUC calls on the international 
community to ask the Chinese authorities to 
provide detailed information on these and 
other trials involving Uyghurs and to 
express concern about the well-
documented and widespread violations of 
international human rights standards in 
criminal-law proceedings in East Turkestan. 

In late February 2011, the Chinese 
government announced the abolition of the 
death penalty for 13 economic crimes. 
However, according to human rights groups, 
these are all crimes seldom if ever punished 
by execution, and the abolition 
announcement is likely to have little effect 
on China´s extensive use of the death 
penalty; China in recent years has carried 
out more executions than all other 
countries combined. 

See also:  

新疆喀什3起严重暴力恐怖犯罪案审结 
7人获死刑 

China approves death sentence for 7 in Xinjiang 

Four face execution for killings in China’s Xinjiang 

China ends death penalty for 13 economic crimes 
 

FEATURED ARTICLE 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=7456%20World�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=7456%20World�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=7456%20World�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=7456%20World�
http://news.sohu.com/20110323/n279957319.shtml�
http://news.sohu.com/20110323/n279957319.shtml�
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110323/ap_on_re_as/as_china_xinjiang�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12548724�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12580504�
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MEDIA WORK 

WUC Expresses its Solidarity with Japan 

On 14 March, the WUC expressed its solidarity with the Japanese people affected by the 
devasting earthquake and tsunami in a press release.  

“I was shocked about the news of the earthquake and the subsequent tsunami, resulting in 
hundreds and probably thousands of people killed, hundreds injured and destroying the houses 
of thousands of people. And if this was not enough, now a nuclear crisis is putting in danger not 
only Japan, but the whole world,“ said WUC President Rebiya Kadeer. “I extend my deepest 
condolences to those who have been affected by this terrible natural disaster and wish the 
Japanese people a lot of strength during the recovery process.” 
 
Letter to German Minister of Foreign Affairs  

On the occasion of his visit to China, the WUC sent a letter to the German Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Guido Westerwelle to speak up for the protection of the human rights for the Uyghur 
people as well as for the abolition of the death penalty in China. On 30 March, the WUC also 
published a press release (in German) on Westerwelle´s visit to China.  
 
WUC on Twitter 

Since 31 March, the World Uyghur Congress can be followed also on Twitter 
http://twitter.com/UyghurCongress. Through the Twitter account, WUC is publishing latest 
activities as well as Uyghur and China related news in several languages. Follow us! 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=7301%20World%20Uyghur%20Congress%20Expresses%20its%20Solidarity%20with%20the%20Japanese%20People%20Affected%20by%20the%20Earthquake%20and%20Tsunami%20in%20Japan�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=7301�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/de/?p=1564�
http://twitter.com/UyghurCongress�
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PAST EVENTS 

Publication of First Dutch-Uyghur Dictionary 

On 7 March 2011, the first Dutch-Uyghur Dictionary was published by the Dutch Uyghur 
Associations in Amsterdam.  

Tibetan National Uprising Day: Demonstration in The Hague 

Members of the Netherlands East Turkestan Uyghur Union participated to the joint protest 
march of Uyghurs, Tibetans and Mongols in The Hague, Netherlands on 10 March on the 
occasion of the Tibetan National Uprising Day. Scores of representatives of the Dutch 
parliament and various international human rights organizations joined the march against the 
repression of the Uyghurs, Tibetans and Mongols by China. Together with the representatives 
of human rights organizations, Mr. Harry von Bommel, a member of the Dutch parliament held 
a speech about the human rights violations in China during the gathering in fount of the Dutch 
parliament, where the protest march began. 

Uyghur Newruz Celebrations  

In close corporation with the Uyghur Women's Committee in Germany, the East Turkestan 
Union in Europe organized a joint Newruz celebration on 12 March 2011 in Munich to 
celebrate the upcoming spring festival of Uyghur people. Uyghurs artists in Germany and from 
Uyghur Diaspora in other European countries presented a colorful Uyghur culture 
performances during the celebration, which was joined by Uyghurs in Germany as well as 
guests from other Uyghur communities in Europe. Attended by more than a hundred people 
including Uyghurs, Turkish and Dutch friends of Uyghur people, the Netherlands East Turkestan 
and Uyghur Union organized a Newruz celebration on 20 March in Amsterdam.  Uyghurs in 
Norway led by the Norway Uyghur Committee celebrated Newruz on 19 March in Oslo. 
Colorful Uyghur cultural performances were staged during the celebration, which was attended 
by more than 200 people. 

World Day Against Cyber-Censorship: New RWB Report 

On 12 March 2011, World Day Against Cyber-Censorship, Reporters Without Borders (RWB) 
launched its new report entitled “Internet Enemies”. According to RWB, the top violators of 
online free expression are: China, Iran, Burma, Cuba, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Vietnam.  

The fight for online freedom of expression is more essential than ever. By creating new spaces 
for exchanging ideas and information, the Internet is a force for freedom. In countries where 
the traditional media are controlled by the government, the only independent news and 
information are to be found on the Internet, which has become a forum for discussion and a 
refuge for those who want to express their views freely.  

However, more and more governments have realized this and are reacting by trying to control 
the Internet. Never have so many countries been affected by some form of online censorship, 
whether arrests or harassment of netizens, online surveillance, website blocking or the 
adoption of repressive Internet laws. Netizens are being targeted by government reprisals. 119 
of them are currently detained for expressing their views freely online, mainly in China, Iran 
and Vietnam. World Day Against Cyber-Censorship pays tribute to them and their fight for 
Internet freedom. ^ 

According to the RWB-report, China has the world’s most consummate censorship system. 
The report recognizes that restrictions are especially harsh in East Turkestan. “Meanwhile, 
Xinjiang’s Internet users are subject to filtering by the Chinese Firewall, and the websites and 
blogs dealing with the Uyghur issue are still a favorite target for censors. Many of them are still 
blocked – including the sites of the Uyghur American Association (UAA) and the Uyghur Human 
Rights Project (UHRP) – because they refuse to toe the official Beijing Party line. Banned 
keywords include "Rebiya Kadeer" (the Uyghur human rights activist), "World Uyghur 
Congress", "Uyghur Human Rights Project" and "East Turkestan Independence.” 

http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/gollandiye-namayish-03142011182915.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/gollandiye-namayish-03142011182915.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/programmilar/medeniyetsenet/germaniye-senet-03162011132349.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/programmilar/medeniyetsenet/gollandiye-noruz-03212011184148.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/programmilar/medeniyetsenet/norwigiye-noruz-03212011201020.html�
http://march12.rsf.org/i/Internet_Enemies.pdf�
http://en.rsf.org/china-china-11-03-2011,39741.html�
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3rd Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy 

On 15 March 2011, the 3rd Geneva Summit for Human Rights and Democracy took place in 
Geneva, Switzerland. The gathering is organized by an international coalition of 25 human rights 
NGOs, among them the Uyghur American Association (UAA). The Honorary Chair is Dr. Elie 
Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate. The Summit took place in parallel with the annual session of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council. Behytiar Omer (Uyghur political refugee based in 
Norway), the husband of Gulmire Imin (an Uyghur journalist serving currently a life sentence in 
East Turkestan for alleged her role as an “illegal organizer” during the July 2009 demonstrations 
in Urumqi), delivered a speech on the July 2009 events and the situation of his wife.  

The video recordings of the summit are available at www.genevasummit.org. The Radio Free Asia 
Uyghur service reported on the event, please see here.  

WUC Project Coordinator at Interfaith International Event 

Within the context of the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the mandate of the Special 
Rapporteur on the freedom of religion and belief on 15 March 2011, Interfaith International (II, 
www.interfaithonline.org  organized a public dialogue on «The situation of human rights of 
ethnic and religious minorities facing the rise of extremism» in Geneva. After a brief 
introduction by Biro Diawara, Representative II in Geneva, Dr. Charles Graves, II Secretary 
General, moderated the panel. As speakers were invited representatives of different minority 
groups and experts, such as Sultan Sahin, editor of New-age of Islam, Tenzin Samphel Kayta, 
Human Rights Officer of the Tibet Bureau, Jana Brandt, WUC Project Coordinator, Prof. 
K.Warikoo, Director of Central Asian Studies Programme at Jawaharlal Nehru University New 
Delhi, Dr. Abdul Amier Hashom, Representative, Al-Hakim Foundation at the UN Geneva, and 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Khan, Chairman of the Balawaristan National Front.  In her speech, Ms. Brandt 
addressed the increased repression of the Uyghur people since the 9/11. The panel discussion 
was followed by a Q&A session.  

Meeting with UN Special Mandate Holders 

On 16 March, Behtiyar Omer and Jana Brandt (WUC Project Coordinator) together with 
representatives from Tibetan Groups attended meetings with two UN Special Mandate Holders in 
Geneva, Switzerland. In a meeting with the Independent Expert on Minority Issues Ms. Gay 
McDougall, Ms. Brandt gave a briefing on the human rights situation in East Turkestan in the 
aftermath of the July 2009 events, putting special attention to the imprisonment of many Uyghur 
journalists, blogger and website staffs in 2010 as well as the lack of reliable information on the 
tragic July 2009 events due to the ongoing denial of the Chinese authorities to allow an 
independent investigation of the events. Mr. Omer draw attention to the situation of his wife 
Gulmire Imin, who is currently serving a life sentences in Urumqi, East Turkestan, for her alleged 
role as an organizer of the July 2009 demonstrations.  

In a meeting with a staff member of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions, Ms. Brandt and Mr. Omer discussed best practices of providing relevant 
information to the SR on human rights violations committed against the Uyghurs.  

Uyghur Human Rights Project at Dutch Parliament  

On 17 March 2011, representatives from the Uyghur Human Rights Project (www.uhrp.org) and 
from UNPO held meeting at the Dutch Parliament to speak with Harry van Bommel MP from the 
Socialist Party about the situation of Uyghur asylum seekers in The Netherlands. The meeting was 
facilitated by the UNPO Secretariat in The Hague.  

Worldwide Readings for Liu Xiaobo  

On 20 and 21 March 2011, readings took place around the world in solidarity with Liu Xiaobo. 
The readings were organized by the International Literature Festival Berlin. The Society for 
Threatened Peoples organized a reading of Liu Xiaobo´s texts as well as of the short story “Wild 
Pigeon” of the imprisoned Uyghur writer Nurmuhemmet Yasin in Göttingen, Germany, on 21 
March 2011. "Wild Pigeon" is the allegorical story of the son of a pigeon king who is trapped and  

http://www.genevasummit.org/�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/gulmire-imin-03282011153848.html?encoding=latin�
http://www.interfaithonline.org/�
http://www.uhrp.org/�
http://www.literaturfestival.com/programm/externe-veranstaltungen/weltweite-lesung-fuer-liu-xiaobo�
http://www.gfbv.de/inhaltsDok.php?id=2169&stayInsideTree=1&PHPSESSID=f44a9c2097ff261f2c26cf754207e74b�
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caged by humans while on a mission to find a new home for his flock. He eventually commits 
suicide by eating a poisoned strawberry rather than sacrifice his freedom. Chinese authorities 
consider the story to be a criticism of their government’s presence in the East Turkestan. After a 
closed trial in February 2005 at which he was denied a lawyer, Yasin was sentenced by the 
Maralbesh Country Court to 10 years in prison. Korash Huseyin, the editor of the Kashgar Literary 
Journal, was sentenced to three years in prison for publishing "Wild Pigeon." 

Uyghur Leadership Training Seminar, Australia 

 “The Uyghur Issue in the Context of China’s Democratization Process” was this years´ topic of 
the 5th Uyghur Leadership Training Seminar which took place from 21 to 28 March several 
Australian cities. The event was organized by the World Uyghur Congress in co-operation with 
the Australian Uyghur Association, the East Turkestan Australian Association and the Victoria 
Uyghur Association and was supported by a grant from the National Endowment for 
Democracy Foundation (NED). 

In Sydney, a two-day seminar took place in the New South Wales parliament, discussing topics 
like “The Uyghur Issue in China´s Political Future”, “China: An Authoritarian Power in the Asia-
Pacific Region and Beyond”, and “The Uyghur Issue: Diasporic Activism Towards Democracy”. 
As speakers were invited – among others – Louisa Coan Greve (NED Vice-president), Paul 
Howes, National Secretary of the Australian Workers´ Union (his speech is available here), 
Gerard Henderson, Executive Director of the Sydney Institute and Columnist for The Sydney 
Morning Herald, and Claire O´Rourke, International Federation of Journalists Asia-Pacific 
Department. From the WUC leadership Rebiya Kadeer (President), Asgar Can (Vice-president), 
Seyit Tumturk (Vice-president), Husan Hasan (Vice-president), Semet Abla (Vice-president) 
Dolkun Isa (Secretary General), Alim Seytoff (Spokesman), Dilshat Reshit (Spokesman), 
Nurmemet Musabay (Auditor), Mehmet Tohti (Representative to the EU), Nury Turkel (Former 
President of the UAA) and Ümüt Tursun (staff) attended to event.  

In Melbourne and Adelaide, the WUC delegation met with the Uyghur communities and 
Uyghur associations of these cities.  

Rebiya Kadeer was invited to speak at a parliamentary committee in Canberra despite 
objections from Beijing. In her speech, Ms. Kadeer stated that China "is afraid of what's 
happening in the world. What happened in Egypt and Tunisia sent shock waves through the 
Chinese leadership that people's patience could run out and that people will one day rise up 
and challenge the authority of the regime." For Kadeer, "Although China has changed its 
tactics, China has not changed its assaults upon Uygur people's religious beliefs, cultural 
identities, freedom of speech and economic life, which are central to the Chinese government's 
project of speedy assimilation of our people in China". 

See also:  

China says it opposes Uighur activist’s visit to Australia, but mentions no retaliation 
Star Tribune, 17 March 2011 

China opposes Uighur activist's Australia visit 
AP, 17 March 2011  

Exiled Uighur leader returning to Australia 
ABC, 17 March 2011 

热比娅指北京用镇压来回应中东抗议浪潮 
BBC, 23 March 2011 

China: Rebiya Kadeer denounces new Beijing crackdown on Uyghur 
Speronews, 24 March 2011 

WUC Secretary General in Japan 

At the end of March, WUC Secretary General Dolkun Isa held meetings with the Japan Uyghur 
Association in Tokyo to discuss the future path for the Uyghur issue in Japanese politics. During 
his stay in Japan, Mr. Isa was also interviewed by the Japan Cultural Channel Sakura on the 
parallels between natural disasters like earthquakes and nuclear tragedies both in Eats Turkestan 
and Japan.  
 

http://www.awu.net.au/89662_2.html?H|A|89662|�
http://www.startribune.com/world/118154639.html�
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110317/ap_on_re_as/as_china_australia_uighur�
http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2011/03/17/3166093.htm�
http://www.bbc.co.uk/zhongwen/simp/china/2011/03/110323_rebiya_china.shtml�
http://www.speroforum.com/site/article.asp?id=50885&t=China%3A+++Rebiya+Kadeer+denounces+new+Beijing+crackdown+on+Uyghur%22�
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Conference on Central Asia, Berlin 

On 25 March 2011, WUC representative to Berlin Haiyuer Kuerban attended a conference titled 
"Central Asia: Progress or Regression" at the German Parliament, which was organized by the 
German political party The Greens/90. Scores of people including members of the German 
Parliament, central Asia experts, think thanks and representatives of international human rights 
organizations also attended the meeting. 

Rebiya Kadeer at Presentation of New Amnesty International Report, Spain 

On 06 April 2011, Rebiya Kadeer was invited to the presentation of the new report “Voices 
against the oblivion” released by Amnesty International Spain. The report analyses the answers 
of the Spanish foreign policy to human rights abuses around the world during the IX legislation. 
The report's main conclusion is that human rights continue without being a national interest to 
defend as vigorously as others, such as economic, energy or security. This is especially seen in 
Spain's bilateral relations with China, Russia, United States, Colombia, Morocco and Western 
Sahara and Equatorial Guinea, where the Spanish government action has had a shy, silent or 
looked the other way at violations human rights in order to safeguard other interests. The report 
also laments that the Spanish Government refuse to support the demands of activists like Hu Jia, 
Rebiya Kadeer or representatives of the Dalai Lama. The systematic human rights violations 
suffered by the population in China should not be overlooked in any case, by a defense of 
pragmatism in foreign policy. The silence in response to voices of those who report these 
violations is a responsibility for reflecting the connivance of a government with human rights 
violations by their authorities; authorities, however, that are recognized as valid interlocutors for 
the management of other common interests. 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.gruene-bundestag.de/cms/menschenrechte/dok/376/376443.fachgespraech_zentralasien_fortschritt_o.html�
http://www.es.amnesty.org/noticias/noticias/articulo/los-derechos-humanos-siguen-sin-considerarse-un-interes-nacional/�
http://www.es.amnesty.org/noticias/noticias/articulo/los-derechos-humanos-siguen-sin-considerarse-un-interes-nacional/�
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Second Uyghur Youth Meeting, Sweden 

After having its first successful meeting in October 2010 in Munich, the WUC Youth Committee 
is going to convene the Second Grand Meeting of Friendship and Solidarity of Uyghur Youth 
(GMFSUY) from 8-10 April 2011 which will take place in Sweden. 

The GMFSUY aims to be a global platform for strengthen friendship and a solidarity among the 
Uyghur youth community around the world and consolidating their campaigns for freedom, 
human rights and democracy for the Uyghur people. Organized by the WUC Youth Committee, 
the GMFSUY will be attended by nearly 50 representatives of Uyghur youth community from 
several countries and it will form an effective network and a functioned mechanism of 
cooperation among Uyghur youth community. This is a new milestone in building a new 
generation of young Uyghur community in the Uyghur Diaspora and we are intending to give 
young Uyghur human rights and democracy advocates a broader view about the current and 
future accepts of our campaigns. 

Exhibition Opening 

The Uyghur artist Märwayit Hapiz will open a new exhibition in Munich, Germany, on 10 April 
2011 at 14h. With bright and deep colors the artist paints scenes from the land of their ethnic 
roots: East Turkestan. Ms. Harpiz has participated in many national and international exhibitions. 
 See: http://www.hapiz.de/index.htm  

Conversations with Scholars: Xinjiang or East Turkestan? Thoughts on the Uyghur 
Homeland 

On 13 April 2011, an informal luncheon and Q&A session on Xinjiang/East Turkestan and the 
Uyghurs with Sean Roberts, Alim Seytoff, and Nury Turkel for OAS members and GW students 
will take place at the George Washington University. Professor Sean Roberts is a socio-cultural 
anthropologist, the Director of the International Development Studies Program and Associate 
Professor of International Development and International Affairs at The George Washington 
University with extensive experience on the Uyghurs. Alim Seytoff is the president of the Uyghur 
American Association, the director of the Uyghur Human Rights Project, Vice Chairman of the 
World Uyghur Congress, and special assistant to Ms. Rebiya Kadeer. Nury Turkel is a Uyghur-
American lawyer and activist, the co-founder of the Uyghur Human Rights Project and former 
president of the Uyghur American Association. 

East Turkestan Uyghur Summit 

From 2 to 8 May 2011, the first East Turkestan Uyghur Summit will take place in 
Washington, DC, US. The WUC expects that more than 200 Uyghurs from around will 
attend the event to discuss the current situation of Uyghur communities around the 
world and examine future path and challenges. The meeting will also include a 
discussion on the political future of East Turkestan.  

World Press Freedom Day 2011 

The World Press Freedom Day is celebrated every year (since 1994) on 3 May to raise awareness 
of the importance of freedom of the press and remind governments of their duty to respect and 
uphold the right to freedom of expression enshrined under Article 19 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. This years´ theme will be “21st Century Media: New Frontiers, New Barriers”. 
Official website: http://wpfd2011.com/ 

The WUC will use the opportunity to raise awareness on the imprisoned Uyghur journalists, 
blogger and website staffs and the critical situation of freedom of expression for the Uyghur 
people.  
 

http://www.hapiz.de/index.htm�
http://www.gwu.edu/~sigur/news/index.cfm#uyghurthoughts�
http://wpfd2011.com/�
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HIGHLIGHTED INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ARTICLES AND REPORTS 

ON UYGHUR RELATED ISSUES 
 
Tursunjan Hezim Given 7 Years 

Tursunjan Hezim, 38, an Uyghur historian who ran the popular Uyghur-language website 
Orkhun has been sentenced to jail following a closed trial, making him the latest online activist 
to be imprisoned following the July 2009 ethnic violence in China's troubled northwestern 
region of Xinjiang. He was ordered jailed for seven years by the Aksu district court after a trial, 
which his family was not allowed to attend, sources said. The family was informed of the 
sentence, imposed in July last year, but not of the charges that were leveled against him. The 
whereabouts of Hezim were not known after police arrested him at his home in Aksu a few days 
after deadly ethnic riots erupted in Xinjiang on July 5, 2009. News of his conviction and 
sentencing had not been known to the public until recently.  

Uyghur Historian Given 7 Years 
RFA, 06 March 2011 

Chinese crackdown on Uighur writers continues as web editor jailed 
Amnesty International, 07 March 2011 

Uighur website editor sentenced in secret in China 
Committee to Protect Journalists, 10 March 2011 
 
Uyghur Prisoner Mehmet Eli Rozi Denied Medical Care 

Memet Eli Rozi, an ethnic Uighur, is said to be seriously ill in prison in East Turkestan. He has 
been held in detention since March 2010, without charge or trial. Memet Eli Rozi has requested 
three times to have three metal plates that were inserted into his arm in 2009 following a traffic 
accident to be removed. The plates should apparently have been removed in February 2010. His 
wife visited the detention centre on 28 February, but was not allowed to see him. She told Radio 
Free Asia that detention centre staff confirmed to her during the visit that he has made these 
requests and that the requests have been denied. They also confirmed that his arm is now badly 
infected, and he is seriously ill. 

Memet Eli Rozi fled China in late 2009. He was in a group of 22 ethnic Uyghurs from China who 
were seeking asylum in Cambodia in December 2009. The Cambodian authorities forcibly 
repatriated 20 of them on 19 December 2009. Memet Eli Rozi escaped to Laos where his wife and 
their five children joined him from China. However, they were caught by the Laotian police who 
deported them back to China in March 2010. Ever since, Memet Eli Rozi has been in custody but 
he has not been charged, tried or convicted. He is currently held in a detention centre in Kashgar 
(in Chinese: Kashi) in East Turkestan. 

Uyghur Prisoner Denied Medical Care 
RFA, 08 March 2011 

Demand release of seriously ill Uighur 
AI Urgent Action, 10 March 2011 
 

AI Report: Death sentences and executions in 2010 

On 28 March 2011, Amnesty International (AI) launched its new report Death sentences and 
executions in 2010.  In the last decade, more than 30 countries have abolished the death penalty 
in law or practice. Fifty-eight countries worldwide now retain the death penalty for ordinary 
crimes, and less than half of these carried out executions in 2010. This report analyzes some of 
the key developments in the worldwide application of the death penalty in 2010, citing figures 
gathered by Amnesty International on the number of death sentences handed down and 
executions carried out during the year. The report reveals that at least 714 people were executed 
in 18 countries and at least 2001 people were sentenced to death in 56 countries last year.  

This excludes the thousands of executions that were likely to have taken place in China, where 
information on the death penalty remains a state secret. In a challenge to China's lack of  

http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/tursunjanhezim-03062011164000.html�
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/chinese-crackdown-uighur-writers-continues-web-editor-jailed-2011-03-07�
http://www.cpj.org/2011/03/uighur-website-editor-sentenced-in-secret-in-china.php�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/deport-12152010183037.html?searchterm=None�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/deport-12152010183037.html?searchterm=None�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/medical-03082011145740.html�
http://ua.amnesty.ch/urgent-actions/2011/03/066-11�
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ACT50/001/2011/en/ea1b6b25-a62a-4074-927d-ba51e88df2e9/act500012011en.pdf�
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ACT50/001/2011/en/ea1b6b25-a62a-4074-927d-ba51e88df2e9/act500012011en.pdf�
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transparency, Amnesty International has decided not to publish its own minimum figures for 
Chinese executions and death sentences in 2009. Estimates based on the publicly available 
information grossly under represent the actual number the state killed or sentenced to death.  

"The death penalty is cruel and degrading, and an affront to human dignity," said Claudio 
Cordone, Amnesty International's Interim Secretary General. "The Chinese authorities claim that 
fewer executions are taking place. If this is true, why won't they tell the world how many people 
the state put to death?"  

Amnesty International's research shows that countries that still carry out executions are the 
exception rather than the rule. In addition to China, the worst offending nations were Iran with 
at least 388 executions, Iraq at least 120, Saudi Arabia at least 69 and the USA with 52.  

The past year saw capital punishment applied extensively to send political messages, to silence 
opponents or to promote political agendas in China, Iran and Sudan, according to Amnesty 
International's report. 

China Executes ‘Thousands 
RFA, 28 March 2011 

Amnesty International: Executions worldwide drop 25% 
CNN News, 28 March 2011    

 
 

Human Rights in China (HRIC) Releases Whitepaper on the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization  

In recent years, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), comprising six states with deeply 
troubling human rights records – China, the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan – is increasingly embraced by the international community as a 
partner in countering terrorism and forging peace and security. 

In a whitepaper titled Counter-Terrorism and Human Rights: The Impact of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, released on March 30, 2011, Human Rights in China (HRIC) argues 
that the SCO’s counter-terrorism policies and practices undermine the effectiveness and 
integrity of the international counter-terrorism framework, and enable SCO member states to 
target their own populations through repressive measures that compromise internationally-
recognized human rights. 

China’s anti-terrorism policy deliberately targets ethnic minority communities such as Uyghurs 
and Tibetans struggling for greater autonomy, according to a white paper by a rights group. 
The policy equates terrorism with groups pushing for more self governing rights, is too broad in 
scope and shirks international human rights commitments 

The HRIC white paper said it found “serious issues” concerning China’s treatment of Uyghurs, 
including the principle of non-refoulement and potential use of torture during interrogations. 
Regulations specific to Xinjiang became part of China’s domestic counter-terrorism legal 
framework in December 2009 when provincial-level lawmakers revised the region’s 
Comprehensive Management of Social Order. Through the revisions, Chinese authorities are 
ordered to specifically crack down on the three threats of terrorism, separatism, and extremism 
in the aftermath of the July 2009 ethnic violence in Urumqi which left hundreds dead, according 
to official media reports. 

HRIC called the amendments “unique” to Xinjiang, citing language in the amendment that 
referred to a “new emphasis on state security largely unseen in other localities as well as in 
[Xinjiang’s] own previous social order provisions.” 

“Such singular focus by the Chinese government … suggests that the concept of terrorism has 
been applied in a biased fashion, with the Uyghur community the subject of intense scrutiny 
and suspicion,” the report said. 
 
Counter-Terrorism Policy Targets Uyghurs 
RFA, 07 April 2011 
 
 

http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/executes-03282011152038.html�
http://edition.cnn.com/2011/WORLD/americas/03/28/world.death.penalty/�
http://www.hrichina.org/public/contents/category?cid=193095�
http://www.hrichina.org/public/contents/category?cid=193095�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/policy-04072011123330.html�
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MORE MEDIA ARTICLES 

 
***Uyghurs / East Turkestan*** 

When History Catches Up With Authoritarianism  
By Rebiya Kadeer, Huffington Post, 7 March 2011 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebiya-kadeer/when-history-catches-up-
w_b_832246.html?view=print  
 
China Vows to Maintain Social Stability in Xinjiang, Tibet 
VOA News, 08 March 2011 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/China-Vows-to-Maintain-Social-Stability-in-
Xinjiang-Tibet-117571193.html  
 
China’s Xinjiang ‘still ethnically divided’ 
AFP, 09 March 2011 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ijnYPs8P0_LK7M1FQYvBm8HlhzAg?doc
Id=CNG.bee25ad505d0bd98c8334b462ec0e531.941  
 
Uighurs take heart from Middle East events 
AAP News, March 23 2011 
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/national/9062647/uighurs-take-heart-from-middle-east-
events/ 

Germany charges alleged Chinese agent for spying on Uighur exiles 
The Associated Press, 31 March 2011 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/canadianpress/article/ALeqM5jlMC9_0_jKmP-
NX2JeUfAOXcDHOQ?docId=6420059  
 
China to turn restive Xinjiang capital into global city 
Reuters, 30 March 2011 
http://af.reuters.com/article/energyOilNews/idAFL3E7EU1H920110330  
 
Development Could Widen Ethnic Divide 
RFA, 31 March 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/development-03312011175307.html  
 
US court undecided on Uighur appeal 
Rthk.org, 05 Apr 2011 
http://www.rthk.org.hk/rthk/news/englishnews/20110405/news_20110405_56_746133.htm  
 
 
***Tibet*** 

China and the (Next) Dalai Lama 
The Huffington Post, 9 March 2011 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/matteo-pistono/beijing-and-the-next-dala_b_833278.html  
 
UN Human Rights Council Apprised Chinese Wrong Policy in Tibet 
Tibet Post, 16 March 2011 
http://www.thetibetpost.com/en/news/international/1531-un-human-rights-council-apprised-
chinese-wrong-policy-in-tibet- 
 
Exile Tibetans Vote 
RFA, 20 March 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/election-03202011110958.html  
 
 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/rebiya-kadeer/when-history-catches-up-w_b_832246.html?view=print�
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http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ijnYPs8P0_LK7M1FQYvBm8HlhzAg?docId=CNG.bee25ad505d0bd98c8334b462ec0e531.941�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ijnYPs8P0_LK7M1FQYvBm8HlhzAg?docId=CNG.bee25ad505d0bd98c8334b462ec0e531.941�
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Tibetan Buddhist monk burns himself to death in China 
The Telegraph, 16 Mar 2011 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/tibet/8386636/Tibetan-Buddhist-monk-
burns-himself-to-death-in-China.html  

 
***China***  

China tries to block speech to UN Human Rights Council 
National Post, 15 Mar 2011 
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/author/natpost/ 
 
China Closes AIDS Website 
Originally published by RFA, 16 march 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/website-03162011155736.html  
 
Gadhafi Lauded By CCTV 
RFA, 21 March 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/broadcast-03212011201929.html  
 
China Lays Out Vision for Military 
The New York Times, 31 March 2011 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/04/01/world/asia/01china.html?_r=1  
 
 
***China, North African and `Jasmine Revolution`*** 

PEN American Center and CPJ statement on China’s domestic and international free expression 
obligations 
Committee to Protect Journalists, PEN American Center, 8 March 2011 
http://www.ifex.org/china/2011/03/08/free_expression_obligations/  
 
China Cracks Down, Many Activists Missing 
Time, Mar 21 2011 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2060722,00.html  
 
In China, a state of denial on detentions, abuse 
CPJ News, 29 March 2011 
http://www.cpj.org/blog/2011/03/in-china-a-state-of-denial-on-detentions-abuse.php  
 
More than 200 arrests to quell the “jasmine revolution” in China 
Asia News, 04 April 2011 
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/More-than-200-arrests-to-quell-the-jasmine-revolution-in-
China-21187.html  
 
Chinese Artist Held 
RFA,03 Apr 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/aiweiwei-04032011164954.html  
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The Uyghur People  
The Uyghur people are indigenous to East Turkestan [also known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region (XUAR) in northwest China]. For many years, the Chinese government has waged an intense and 
often brutal campaign to repress all forms of Uyghur dissent, crack down on Uyghurs’ peaceful religious 
activities and independent expressions of ethnicity, dilute Uyghurs’ culture and identity as a distinct 
people, and threaten the survival of the Uyghur language. The authorities have routinely equated 
Uyghurs’ peaceful political, religious, and cultural activities with the “three evils” – terrorism, separatism 
and religious extremism – and have couched their persecution of the Uyghurs as efforts to quash these 
“three evils.”  The authorities have also economically marginalized the Uyghurs in East Turkestan through 
intense and blatant racial discrimination in employment. The Uyghurs are a Turkic people and have long 
practiced a moderate, traditional form of Sunni Islam, strongly imbued with the folklore and traditions of 
a rural, oasis-dwelling population.   

East Turkestan 

East Turkestan lies in the very heart of Asia. Situated along the fabled ancient Silk Road, it has been a 
prominent centre of commerce for more than 2000 years. The current territorial size of East Turkestan is 
1.82 million square kilometers. The neighboring Chinese province annexed part of the territory as a result 
of the Chinese communist invasion of 1949. East Turkestan borders with China and Mongolia to the east, 
Russia to the north, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India to the west, and 
Tibet to the south. According to latest Chinese census, the current population of East Turkestan is 19.25 
million, including 7.49 million ethnic Chinese illegal settled in East Turkestan after 1949 (the ethnic 
Chinese numbered 200,000 in 1949).  The 9,6 million Uyghurs constitute the majority. However, the 
Uyghur sources put the population of Uyghurs around 20 million. 

Events of 5 July 2009 

The human rights situation of the Uyghur population in East Turkestan has been dire for decades and has 
even worsened since the July 2009 protest and ethnic unrest in Urumqi, the capital of East Turkestan. The 
July 2009 protest began with a peaceful demonstration by Uyghurs in Urumqi that was brutally and 
lethally suppressed by Chinese security forces. The Uyghurs were protesting against a lack of government 
action in regard to a deadly attack on Uyghur factory workers in Shaoguan, Guangdong Province in the 
south of China. The violent and illegal reaction of the Chinese security forces to the peaceful protest led 
then to ethnic violence and riots between Uyghurs and Han Chinese, during which hundreds of Uyghur 
and Han Chinese civilians were killed. According to data published by the Chinese Xinhua news agency, 
197 people were killed, but the World Uyghur Congress estimates – based on eyewitness reports - that 
more than 1000 people died in the riots. However, until today, the exact death toll on both sides is not 
clear since so far no independent investigation of these events has been undertaken. 
 

About the WUC 

The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) is an international umbrella organization that represents the collective 
interest of the Uyghur people both in East Turkestan and abroad and promotes Uyghur human rights and 
a peaceful and non-violent solution based on rule of law for the conflict in East Turkestan. 

WUC´s monthly newsletter provides the latest information on Uyghur related issues and informs about 
the work and activities of the WUC and its affiliate members. Older editions of the newsletter can be 
viewed and downloaded in pdf format from the web. 

To subscribe for WUC´s e-mail service, please fill in this form. If you wish to stop receiving e-mails from the 
World Uyghur Congress, please send an e- mail with “unsubscribe” in the subject to 
contact@uyghurcongress.org.  

 

Support the World Uyghur Congress! 

The WUC is organised as a non-profit organisation and relies on membership fees, grants and donations, 
which help the organisation to sustain its work and activities. Your donation will support our efforts to 
promote the preservation and flourishing of a rich, humanistic and diverse Uyghur culture, and to support 
the right of the Uyghur people to use peaceful, democratic means to determine their own political future. 

 

 

 

Beneficiary Name: 

Weltkongress der Uiguren e.V 
(The World Uyghur Congress) 
Bank code: 700 700 24 
Account No.: 244 089 901 

 

 

World Uyghur Congress 
P.O. Box 310312 

80103 Munich, Germany 
Tel:  +49 (0) 89 5432 1999 
Fax: +49 (0) 89 5434 9789 

contact@uyghurcongress.org 
www.uyghurcongress.org 

 

For transfers from abroad: 

IBAN: De 93 700 700 24 0244 089 901 
BIC-Code: DEUTDEDBMUC 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?cat=284�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?page_id=4471�
mailto:contact@uyghurcongress.org�
mailto:contact@uyghurcongress.org�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/�
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