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14 Years of Impunity: Demonstrations Mark 
Anniversary of Gulja Massacre 
Uyghur organizations staged worldwide demonstrations to commemorate the 14th 
anniversary of 5 February 1997 massacre on Uyghurs in the city of Gulja, East Turkestan.

On 5 February 1997, a peaceful 
demonstration in Gulja thousands of 
Uyghurs, calling for equal treatment, 
religious and cultural freedom, as well as 
freedom of speech and an end to the 
racial discrimination they experienced 
daily, leading to the cultural and 
economic marginalization of the Uyghur 
community, was brutally and lethally 
suppressed by Chinese security forces.  

At least 100 Uyghurs were killed and 
hundreds were injured during the bloody 
crackdown. Approximately 4,000 Uyghurs 
were arrested during and in the aftermath 
of the demonstration. Many remain 
disappeared today and are probably either 
dead or in prison. According to Amnesty 
International, more than 200 Uyghurs 
were sentenced to death in unfair trials for 
their alleged involvement in the unrest and 
then executed. About 90 Uyghurs were 
sentenced to long prison terms. 

The Chinese authorities tried by every 
means to cover up the true extent of the 
massacre. They deployed more than 
40,000 security forces to cut off Gulja (in 
Chinese: Yining; Ili prefecture in East 
Turkestan) hermetically from the outside 
world in order to prevent leaks of 
information. Those who still dared to pass 
on information and were caught doing so 
had to expect long prison sentences. After 
the suppression of the demonstration, the 
Chinese government intensified its 
repression of the Uyghurs, as well as its 
persecution of the Uyghurs. The 
government subjected Uyghurs to 
especially intense religious persecution 
and repression. 

The demonstration in February 1997 in 
Gulja was motivated by increasing 
suppression of Uyghur culture and religion 
in the region of Gulja, including the 
traditional Uyghur gatherings called 
meshrep which had again been banned by 
the Chinese authorities after having been 
officially allowed only in 1994 (for more 

background information please see WUC´s 
press release on the anniversary). 

To date, 14 years after the massacre, the 
security forces who killed so many Uyghur 
demonstrators on 5 February 1997 and 
the government officials who ordered 
them to do so still have not been held 
accountable. The Chinese government still 
refuses to allow an independent 
investigation of the events or to publish 
the actual number of victims. 

NGO Statements on the Anniversary 

On the occasion of the anniversary, 
Amnesty International (AI) published a 
public statement entitled “Long-standing 
Uighur grievances behind repeated 
protests must be addressed”. In its 
statement, AI not only refers to the Gulja 
massacre, but highlights the dire human 
right situation in East Turkestan. “These 
anniversaries mark another year of 
government repression and failure to 
address legitimate Uighur grievances. 
Rather than achieving the stated goal of 
bringing about a “harmonious” society, this 
strategy has only intensified inter-ethnic 
tensions. Year on year, the government 
pursues policies which severely violate 
Uyghurs’ civil and political rights.”, states 
AI.  

The Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) 
published a German press release on 04 
February 2011.  

The Oslo based Rafto Foundation also 
commemorated the Gulja Massacre by 
publishing a press release on 3 February 
2011, referring also to the Urumqi unrest 
in July 2009. “Still the victims of the Ghulja 
Massacre remain unaccounted for. The 
crackdown on Uyghurs in the aftermaths of 
the deadly unrest in Urumchi on 5 July 
2009 is a tragic reminder that the 
executions, killings and detentions of 
Uyghurs continue today.” 

TOP STORY 

 (Map: RFA) 

Video footage of the Gulja 
demonstrations  (Photo: UAA) 

Video footage of the Gulja 
demonstrations (Photo: britv.com) 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=6601�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=6601�
http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/ASA17/006/2011/en/45eb3b6f-20d4-41cb-a290-ee0c699a01c7/asa170062011en.html�
http://www.gfbv.org/�
http://www.gfbv.de/pressemit.php?id=2559&PHPSESSID=573e086d9c4142a33c57603081ba88ce�
http://www.rafto.no/?page=55&news=210�
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Uyghur Demonstrations Worldwide 

On the occasion of the 14th anniversary of 
these terrible events, the WUC called upon 
the Uyghur organizations in exile to stage 
demonstrations around the globe to 
commemorate the victims and to ensure 
that the world does not forget the horrific 
tragedies of that day. 

Germany 
On 5 February 2011 and organized by the 
World Uyghur Congress (WUC) and the 
East Turkestan Union in Europe, more 
than 200 Uyghurs and their friends staged 
a demonstration together with Rebiya 
Kadeer in Munich. Chairwomen of the 
Green Party of the Bavarian Parliament 
Margarete Bause and Claudia Stamm (also 
Green Party) attended the demonstration, 
as well as Jürgen Thierack from the 
Munich group of the International Society 
for Human Rights and human rights activist 
from a Vietnamese group. WUC´s press 
release on the anniversary can be found 
here.  

The Chinese service of the German media 
Deutsche Welle reported on the 
demonstration in Munich.  

U.S. 
Organized by the Uyghur American 
Association (UAA), the Uyghurs in 
Washington, DC staged a demonstration in 
front of the Chinese Embassy on 4 
February 2011. UAA also published a press 
release “Ghulja Massacre remains a stain 
on China’s human rights record” 

Norway 
Organized by the Norway Uyghur 
Association, more than 40 Uyghurs 
demonstrated on 5 February in Oslo. 

Turkey 
Organized by the Ankara Office of the East 
Turkestan Culture and Solidarity 
Association, scores of people including 
Uyghurs and Turks, Azerbaijanis as well as 
representatives of Turkish political parties 
and civil societies in Ankara staged a 

demonstration in front of the Chinese 
Embassy on 5 February 2011.  

Organized by the East Turkestan Culture 
and Solidarity Association, more than 300 
people including Uyghurs, Turks as well as 
representatives of the Turkish political 
parties and civil societies staged a 
demonstration on 7 February in front of 
the Chinese General Consulate in Istanbul. 

Representatives of the East Turkestan 
organizations in Turkey laid a black wreath 
to express the grievance of those 
massacred Uyghurs during the Gulja 
demonstration. 

Canada 
Organized by the Uyghur Canadian 
Association, Uyghurs in Toronto 
demonstrated in front of the Chinese 
Consulate on 5 February. 

Uyghurs in Vancouver organized a 
demonstration on 5 February in front 
of the Chinese General Consulate to 
commemorate the Massacre on Uyghurs in 
Gulja 14 years ago. 

Sweden  
Organized by the Sweden Uyghur 
Committee, Uyghurs in Stockholm 
demonstrated in front of the Chinese 
Embassy on 5 February. 

Japan 
Organized by the Japan Uyghur 
Association, a commemoration meeting 
was convened at the Tokyo Municipality on 
5 February. President of the Japan Uyghur 
Association Ilham Tohti and the professor 
at the University of Yamanashi Momotoshi 
Hara presented reports about the 
Gulja Massacre on 5 February 1997 during 
the meeting which was 
attended by more than 60 people. 

Netherlands 
The East Turkestan Uyghur Association in 
the Netherlands staged a demonstration 
on 5 February 2011 at the Dam Square in 
Amsterdam. More than 100 people 
attended the event.  

 
  

FEATURED ARTICLE 

Margarete Bause, Rebiya Kadeer  
and Asgar Can in Munich (Photo: WUC)  

Demonstration in Oslo, Norway 
(Photo: RFA) 

Demonstration in Vancouver  
(Photo: RFA) 

Commemoration event in Japan 
(Photo: http://rfuj.net) 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/uy/?p=2674�
http://www.igfm-muenchen.de/�
http://www.igfm-muenchen.de/�
http://freevietnamfreetibet.blogspot.com/2011/02/bieu-tinh-tai-munich-ngay-thu-bay-5-2.html�
http://freevietnamfreetibet.blogspot.com/2011/02/bieu-tinh-tai-munich-ngay-thu-bay-5-2.html�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=6601�
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,14821177,00.html�
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,14821177,00.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/qisqa_xewerler/qashingtoda-namayish-02042011161953.html�
http://www.uyghuramerican.org/articles/5400/1/Ghulja-Massacre-remains-a-stain-on-Chinas-human-rights-record/index.html�
http://www.uyghuramerican.org/articles/5400/1/Ghulja-Massacre-remains-a-stain-on-Chinas-human-rights-record/index.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/norwigiyide-ghulja-xatisirisi-02062011234220.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/enqere-namayish-02062011234307.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/istanbulda-namayish-02062011234251.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/toronto-namayish-02062011234326.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/wankower-namayish-02072011180103.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/shwetsiye-namayish-02062011234246.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/yaponiye-namayish-02072011144335.html�
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Uyghurs Held in Tajikistan 
Three Uyghur businessmen may face extradition to China 
By Radio Free Asia published on 24 January 2011 here.  

Three Uyghur businessmen with Turkish 
citizenship have been detained by 
authorities in Tajikistan, sparking fears that 
the men may have been held due to 
pressure from China, according to Uyghur 
groups.  They claimed that on Jan. 8, 
security forces in Tajikistan’s capital 
Dushanbe first picked up Ablimit 
Dawatoglu, whose brother was executed 
years ago by authorities in China’s 
northwestern Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region. The following day, Kamiljan 
Omeroglu and Ehmet Rashidi were held 
when they went to the police department in 
Dushanbe to inquire about Dawatoglu.   

The Turkish embassy in Dushanbe has not 
been able to reach the three men and their 
families have not received any information 
about their detentions. Tajik officials are 
tight-lipped about the case and the 
circumstances that provoked the detentions 
remain unclear.   

The three had left the Xinjiang region within 
the past ten years, before receiving Turkish 
citizenship. They were in Tajikistan on 
business at the time of their arrests.  
Tajikistan’s neighbors Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan have previously 
deported Uyghurs to China, including an 
ethnic Uyghur with Canadian citizenship. 
Many of those sent back to China have 
faced prison sentences or execution on 
charges of "splittism" and "separatism." 

Arrests unconfirmed by Tajikistan 

Turkish officials have not received a 
response from Tajikistan to inquiries about 
the arrests. Mustafa Turkel Yilmaz, press 
officer for the Turkish embassy in Dushanbe 
told RFA on Jan. 21, “We were informed of 
the issue on Jan. 9 by a civil society group in 
Turkey. We then conveyed a request to 
Tajikistan Foreign Ministry to confirm the 
arrest of our three citizens, but 
unfortunately, although more than ten days 
have passed we have not gotten any answer 
and we are still trying to get an answer from 
the ministry.” According to him, Turkish 
foreign ministry officials in Ankara also 
contacted the Tajik embassy in Ankara, 

Turkey to confirm the issue, but the result 
was same. “We still are expecting an answer 
from Tajik officials. We do not wish to 
comment about the issue unless we get an 
official response from the ministry,” he said. 
A staff member at the Tajik embassy in 
Ankara, Turkey refused to comment on the 
issue.  

Turkish citizens 

The three men had left the Uyghur region of 
China in the past decade. Two of them had 
received Turkish citizenship over the last 
three years while the third received it four 
months ago. The three men were not 
business partners but frequently traveled 
between Turkey and Tajikistan together for 
business. Ablimit Dawatoglu and Ehmet 
Reshidi own stores in Dushanbe where they 
sold Chinese goods, including cloth. They 
are married to women with Tajik 
citizenship. Ablimit Dawatoglu had a 
brother who was executed in the 1990s in 
Hotan, in the Uyghur region of China, on 
charges of "splittism." Because of this family 
background, he was under the scrutiny of 
Chinese state security and left China a few 
years after his brother’s execution, Uyghur 
groups said.   

Pressure from China? 

“We strongly believe that the three were 
arrested at China’s request,” said Hidayitulla 
Oghuzhan, spokesman for the East 
Turkistan Education and Solidarity 
Association, a Uyghur organization based in 
Turkey. “Turkish officials still have not been 
able to have access to the three, and based 
on this situation and a lot of experience we 
have had, we are assuming that the three 
have already been deported to China or 
their extradition is under way,” he said.  
“We call on the international community to 
prevent another tragedy like Huseyin Jelil’s 
from occurring again,” he said, referring to 
an Uyghur of Canadian citizenship who was 
arrested in Uzbekistan and extradited to 
China in 2006. He is currently serving a life 
sentence in Liudawan Jail in Urumqi, the 
capital of the Xinjiang region. [...] 

To read the full article, please click here.  

 (MAP: RFA) 

http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/tajikistan-01242011150501.html�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/tajikistan-01242011150501.html�
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Dissident groups unite in protest against Hu 
Jintao’s U.S. visit, call for democracy in China 
By Amy Reger, Researcher at the Uyghur American Association's Uyghur Human Rights 
Project (UHRP), areger@uhrp.org 

On January 19, from morning to night, a 
coalition of groups gathered outside of the 
White House in Washington, D.C. to protest 
the visit of Chinese president Hu Jintao and 
call for democratic governance and an end 
to human rights abuses in China. The wide 
variety of ethnicities and nationalities 
represented at the protests is emblematic of 
both the long reach of Chinese repression 
and the increasingly coalescent nature of 
disparate groups brought together towards 
China. Uyghur and Tibetan rights supporters 
gathered in force, carrying their respective 
blue and snow lion flags. Chinese groups 
carried signs calling for liberty in China and 
the release of Nobel Peace Prize recipient Liu 
Xiaobo. Mongolian representatives 
displayed banners calling for the release of 
Southern Mongolian dissident Hada and his 
family members. Taiwanese groups and 
Falun Gong groups were also present in 
large numbers, as were supporters of human 
rights in Myanmar. A poster board placed 
next to a picture of Burmese pro-democracy 
hero Aung San Suu Kyi read simply “China 
stop doing business with Burma 
dictatorship”. 

On the afternoon of January 19, 
representatives of the different groups 
took turns speaking through megaphones 
at the center of the assembled protestors. 
Uyghur democracy leader Rebiya Kadeer, 
who was among those who addressed the 
crowd, spoke about the changes that are 
so desperately needed in China: “Today, 
the eyes of millions of long-suffering 
people under Hu Jintao’s brutal rule are 
watching this summit with great interest 
and with great hope that President Obama 
will bring change to that country, to uplift 
the lives of those millions suffering under 
Chinese dictatorship. They are hoping that 
there will be new changes and better days 
ahead for them. The tears of the mothers, 
the sons and daughters being imprisoned, 
those wives and husbands who were taken 
away by Chinese soldiers, and those 
mothers and fathers whose sons and 
daughters were lost and disappeared 

because of Chinese brutality, they’re all 
watching today for this great moment.”  

Ms. Kadeer was followed by several other 
speakers, including Tenzin Dorge, the 
executive director of Students for a Free 
Tibet; Mary Beth Markey, president of the 
International Campaign for Tibet; and Dr. 
Yang Jianli, the founder of Initiatives for 
China. Omer Kanat, the general secretary 
of the Uyghur American Association, told a 
Democracy Now correspondent at the 
protest that Uyghurs were there to protest 
the crimes that Hu Jintao had committed 
against the Uyghur people, and to ask 
President Obama to raise the Uyghur 
human rights issue in the administration’s 
meetings with President Hu and urge him 
to put an end to state brutality against 
Uyghurs.    

Also on January 19, Chinese, Tibetan, 
Uyghur and American supporters of human 
rights in China spoke at a press conference 
hosted by Congressman Chris Smith and 
Congressman Frank Wolf. Many of the 
speakers had personally experienced 
imprisonment or harassment at the hands 
of Chinese authorities. In a press release, 
Congressman Smith called upon President 
Obama to publicly call for the release of Liu 
Xiaobo. “President Obama, as the 2009 
Nobel Peace laureate, has an obligation to 
call for Liu’s release publicly and 
vigorously,” said Smith. 

At the press conference, Ms. Kadeer spoke 
about the thousands of people who had 
disappeared in the Chinese prison system, 
including lawyer and activist Gao Zhisheng, 
whose wife also spoke at the event. She 
also spoke of how Chinese authorities had 
imprisoned her sons, Ablikim and Alim 
Abdureyim, in retaliation for her human 
rights activism. “This is the situation of not 
just my children, but also the sons and 
daughters of millions of people who are 
suffering under China’s authoritarian rule,” 
she said.  
See also Uyghur American Association´s (UAA) 
press release of 18 January 2011 on the 
occasion of Hu Jintao´s visit to the US. 

Rebiya Kadeer giving an 
interview during the 

demonstration 

FEATURED ARTICLE 

http://www.democracynow.org/2011/1/20/headlines/protest_for_tibetans_uyghurs_held_outside_white_house�
http://chrissmith.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=220427�
http://www.uyghuramerican.org/articles/5321/1/Hu-Jintaos-visit-an-opportunity-for-US-to-press-for-rights-over-rhetoric-in-China/index.html�
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MEDIA WORK 

Concerns over New Data on Trials in East Turkestan in 2010 

On 16 January 2011, Chinese media (and picked up one day later by Reuters) published 
statistics on trials held in East Turkestan in 2010 on charges of “crimes against national 
security”. According to the official numbers, 376 trials had been conducted in 2010 for 
individuals charged with “endangering state security” in a series of cases, including an August 
2008 attack in Kashgar in which 16 policemen were reportedly killed. 

Both international human rights organizations and Uyghur groups are very concerned about the 
publication of these trials since it is commonly known that the use of vague “state security” 
charges aims to disproportionately prosecute Uyghurs. 2010 was a dark year for Uyghur freedom 
of expression: harsh sentences were given to a number of Uyghur journalists and bloggers in on 
charges of “endangering state security” (ESS). Among them were for example:  

• Gheyret Niyaz (Webmaster and administrator of the Uyghur website Uyghur Online): 15 
years, charged on: endangering state security  

• Dilshat Perhat (Webmaster and owner of the Uyghur website Diyarim): 5 years, charged 
on: endangering state security 

• Nureli (Webmaster of the Uyghur website Salkin): 3 years, charged on: endangering 
state security 

• Nijat Azat (Webmaster of the Uyghur website Shabnam): 10 years, charged on: 
endangering state security  

• Gulmire Imin (staff of the Uyghur website Salkin): life imprisonment, charged on: 
Instigating the July 2009 riots, leaking state secrets, and organizing an illegal 
demonstration; during her trial she alleged torture and ill-treatment in detention. 

• Memetjan Abdulla (Manager of the Uyghur website Salkin): life imprisonment, charged 
on: Helping to instigate deadly ethnic rioting in Urumqi in July 2009  

But in fact, the “crime” of these people was having given interviews to foreign media about the 
situation in East Turkestan or having made critical comments about the Chinese regime. 

In addition, in late December 2010, the death sentence against the 19-years old Uyghur woman 
Pezilet Ekber was published. She was sentenced to death with a two-year suspension following a 
trial last April on charges of participating in July 2009 events. Pezilet Ekber became the second 
Uyghur woman to receive the death penalty in connection to the unrest. Hayrinsa Sawut, 20 
years old, was executed by Chinese authorities in early 2010.  

The WUC published a press release (in German) expressing its concerns on the legitimacy of 
these trials. Rebiya Kadeer, WUC´s president and former political prisoner, said that "with such 
sentences, the Chinese government attempts to silence and to intimidate the Uyghur people and 
to discourage all forms of Uyghur dissident. The international community should press for an 
independent investigation of the events of July 2009, which has to include a review of all court 
proceedings. The systematic oppression and persecution of the Uyghur people in East Turkestan 
must stop." 

Also the Germany based Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) published a press release on this 
topic, saying that the “UN High Commissioner for Human Rights should clarify the fate of the 
convicted people”.  

Both WUC´s and STP´s statements were picked up by The Epoch Times (in German language) 
leading to an article on the issue.  

Amnesty International said that “authorities must prove Xinjiang trials were fair” and that it 
“fears that individuals were punished purely for expressing their opinions”.  AI “calls on the 
Chinese authorities to conduct trials according to international fair trial standards, including 
allowing defendants to hire lawyers of their own choosing, allowing them access to their family 
and lawyers, and informing family members in a timely fashion of detentions, charges and trials.”  

 

Gheyret Niyaz 

Dilshat Perhat 

Gulmire Imin 

Memetjan Abdulla 

http://news.ifeng.com/mainland/detail_2011_01/16/4303712_0.shtml�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/death-12302010153000.html�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/death-12302010153000.html�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/de/?p=1316�
http://www.gfbv.de/pressemit.php?id=2540�
http://www.epochtimes.de/articles/2011/01/19/666730.html�
http://www.amnesty.ca/media2010.php?DocID=157�
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The Uyghur American Association said it was compounded by Ismail Rozi’s (Xinjiang Higher 
People’s Court president) statement that “the people’s courts at all various levels in Xinjiang will 
put the crackdown on terrorism as its top priority for the criminal courts.”  

Terrorism has long been used as a pretext to crack down on all forms of Uyghur dissent, and 
crackdowns announced by top officials in East Turkestan often indicate particularly intense 
campaigns against peaceful expressions of Uyghur identity and dissent. In addition, a security 
clampdown announced at this time could indicate a heightened drive to execute Uyghurs on the 
eve of the Chinese New Year, which falls in early February this year. Executions are often carried 
out in significantly greater numbers in East Turkestan on the eve of the Chinese New Year. 

Research publicized by the organization Dui Hua regarding the high number of trials on charges 
of “endangering state security” documented China’s heavy reliance on vague anti-state charges. 
Dui Hua expressed the belief that “a substantial percentage of those being prosecuted on state 
security charges” are Uyghurs and Tibetans. 
 

 
  

http://www.uyghuramerican.org/articles/5330/1/News-of-2010-trials-underscores-Chinese-officials-abuse-of-state-security-charges/index.html�
http://www.duihuanews.org/2010/03/official-data-show-state-security.html�
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PAST EVENTS 

East Turkestan Culture and Solidarity Association at the Turkish Parliament 

Hayrullah Efendigil, the Head of the East Turkestan Culture and Solidarity Association Ankara 
branch, visited Turkish Parliament on 6 January and met with members of the Turkish 
Parliament Mr. Risat Dogru, Mr. Sevket Köse, Mr. Abdukadir Akcan and 
Mr. Senol Bal. While reporting about the recent situation of the Uyghur people in East Turkestan, 
Mr. Efendigil highly appreciated the efforts of the Turkish MPs for raising the Uyghur issue during 
the parliamentary sessions and made best efforts to push the Uyghur issue one of the main 
agenda of the Parliament. 
 
Briefing on Uyghur Issue in Ankara 

The Ankara Office of the East Turkestan Culture and Solidarity Association organized a briefing 
on the Uyghur issue to representatives of the Turkish political parties and civil societies 
on 8 January. Head of the Ankara Office Hayrullah Efendigil and members of the Turkish 
parliament held speeches during the briefing which was attended by leaders and members of the 
MHP. Productive discussions were made on how to forward the Uyghur issue to the main agenda 
of the political life in Turkey. 
 
WUC Delegation Meets Parliament Members and NGO representatives in Berlin 

From 17-18 January 2011, WUC vice president Asgar Can, the Secretary General Dolkun Isa and 
the WUC Representative to Berlin Haiyuer Kuerban held several meetings in Berlin. They met 
with several members of the Human Rights Committee of the German parliament (Bundestag), 
with members of the German-Chinese Parliamentarian Group as well as with the Human Rights 
Commissioner of the German government, as well as with representatives of international 
NGOs, such as Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International. With these meetings, the WUC 
aims to provide updated information on the situation in East Turkestan as well as to widen the 
support of the Uyghur cause in Germany both in politics and in the civil society sector. 
 
Rally in Japan 

At a special invitation, the president of the Japan Uyghur Association Mr. Ilham Tohti has 
attended a rally of defending the disputed island of Senkaku which demands the Japanese 
Parliament to adopt a law to protect the islands from China.  He held a speech during the rally 
which was also attended by a number of Japanese people including scores of the Members of the 
Japanese Parliament. 
 
Rebiya Kadeer and WUC Delegation Visit Seven European Countries  

The WUC president Rebiya Kadeer and a WUC delegation visited 7 European countries from 20 
January to 7 February in order to meet with the Uyghur communities in these countries as well 
as to promote the Uyghur issue and gain international support in meetings with politicians, 
NGO staff and high officials.  

The tour through Europe was organized and coordinated by WUC´s headquarter in Munich. 

WUC´s delegation included: Asgar Can (Vice president Europe), Dolkun Isa (Secretary General), 
Mehmet Tohti (WUC Representative to the European Union), Seyit Tümtürk (Vice president 
Turkey), Perhat Mohammed (WUC Research Center) and Nurmamat Rozahun (Auditor).  

The Netherlands 
In the Netherlands, Rebiya Kadeer met Dutch MP Harry van Bommel who hosted Ms Kadeer, the 
Dutch Uyghur Associations and representatives of the UNPO Secretariat at the Dutch Parliament 
to discuss issues related to asylum seekers coming to the Netherlands as well as other Uyghur 
related topics. Moreover UNPO staff Maggie Murphy and Caroline de Bruin presented the UNPO 
East Turkestan advocacy activities, warmly welcomed by Mrs. Kadeer, and enlightened future 
actions. 

The WUC delegation also monitored the election of the Uyghur Dutch Organization.  

Ilham Tohti 

http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/uch-qiz-01062011124745.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/melumat-yighini-01122011165901.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/melumat-yighini-01122011165901.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/sinkako-arili-01172011131930.html�
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Paris, France 
In Paris, Ms. Kadeer met with the French Uyghur Association on the occasion of the election of 
the French Uyghur new leadership.  

Brussels, Belgium 
Preceding the conference on Kashgar (see below for more details), UNPO and WUC 
Representative to the European Union Mehmet Tohti facilitated meetings between Rebiya 
Kadeer, the WUC delegation  and members the Foreign Affairs Committee, the Human Rights 
Committee, the Committee of Culture and Education of the European Parliament as well as 
with officers from European Commission (Cabinet to Catherine Ashton and Directorate External 
Division) to raise awareness of Beijing’s repressive policies against the Uyghur people and to ask 
for support in future actions.  

Oslo, Norway 
From Brussels, Ms. Kadeer and the WUC delegation travelled to Oslo to meet with the 
Norwegian Uyghur Committee and the Uyghur community of Norway to discuss the upcoming 
big Uyghur meeting in Washington DC in May 2011.  

Stockholm, Sweden 
In Stockholm, Ms. Kadeer held also meetings with the Uyghur community and was invited by the 
Swedish parliament and the Uyghur Friendship Group of the Swedish parliament.  

Helsinki, Finland 
In Helsinki, Ms. Kadeer and WUC delegation held also meetings with the Uyghur community and 
was invited by the Finish parliament for meeting with high level Foreign Affairs officials and high 
level members of Finnish Parliament. She also held a meeting with Amnesty International 
Finland, the Tatar cultural center, Islamic center and gave a lecture on the current situation of the 
Uygur at the University of Helsinki. 

Munich, Germany 
In Munich, Ms. Kadeer participated in a demonstration on the occasion of the 14th anniversary of 
the Gulja Massacre (see above for more information) and held several meetings with the Uyghur 
Diaspora in Germany.  
 
Demonstrations in Turkey on Detention of Three Uyghur Men in Tajikistan 

Organized by the East Turkestan organizations in Turkey, more than 500 people including 
Uyghurs and Turks from Istanbul and Ankara staged a demonstration on 25 January in front of 
the Turkish Foreign Ministry and the Embassy of Tajikistan in Turkey in Ankara to protest against 
the illegal detention of 3 ethnic Uyghurs by the Tajik authorities during their visit to Tajikistan. 
Uyghur groups believe that the Ablimit Dawatoglu, Kamiljan Omeroglu and Ehmet Rashidi were 
detained due to the pressure of the Chinese government on the Tajik authorities and fear now 
that the three men will be extradited to China (see  also “Featured Article” section for more 
details). 

 
Conference on Kashgar at the European Parliament in Brussels 

Conference on Kashgar City Closes with Pledge for Urgency Resolution: MEPs Promise to Place 
Kashgar Firmly on the European Parliament’s Agenda 

Members of the European Parliament have joined together to support an urgency resolution on 
the desperate situation of Kashgar after hearing testimony from Rebiya Kadeer, President of the 
World Uyghur Congress and Nobel Peace Prize nominee.  The pledge comes after a conference 
convened by Frieda Brepoels MEP saw Kinga Gál MEP, Nicole Kiil-Nielsen MEP, Edward 
McMillan-Scott MEP, Niccolò Rinaldi MEP, Helga Trüpel MEP express support for the Kashgar 
campaign.     

Attendees learned of the importance and prospects for Kashgar from Haiyun Ma (Laogai 
Research Foundation), Mehmet Tohti (World Uyghur Congress), and Henryk Szadziewski (Uyghur 
Human Rights Project) before Ulrich Delius (Society for Threatened Peoples), Vincent Metten  
(International Campaign for Tibet) and Suzanne van Haeverbeeck (former World Heritage Expert) 
discussed both the cost of inaction and the opportunities still remaining to protect Kashgar. 

 

At the Swedish Parliament 
(Photo:WUC) 

Demonstration in Ankara 
 (Photo:RFA) 

From left to right: 
Frieda Brepoels MEP, Edward 
McMillan-Scott MEP, Rebiya 

Kadeer (WUC), Kinga Gál MEP, 
Mehmet Tohti (WUC) 

(Photo:UNPO) 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=6428�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/uch-uyghur-01252011160333.html�
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Time is pressing if Kashgar, as a symbol of Uyghur culture and the Silk Road, is to be saved from 
the bulldozers but Marino Busdachin, UNPO General Secretary, welcomed the urgency 
resolution, reminding those present that the problems of China’s minorities remained “too long 
to list today.” Rebiya Kadeer noted that “one culture does not belong to one people…[but inside 
China]…people do not have that right” to question the state’s actions – hence the importance of 
the urgency resolution.  In this vein, Helga Trüpel MEP noted that if Beijing wanted to be seen as 
a world power it had to recognize the “cultural diversity and cultural autonomy” of its people.     

Frieda Brepoels MEP remarked after concluding the conference that “China is clearly lacking the 
capacity to give essential rights to its ethnic minorities…without the participation of the local 
population and the Chinese refusal to let Kashgar compete for UNESCO world heritage status is 
characteristic of the way in which the Chinese Communist Party handles cultural diversity.”   

More information on the conference available at http://www.unpo.org/article/12104  

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Opening Remarks 
Frieda Brepoels MEP (Greens/EFA) 
Marino Busdachin, General Secretary (UNPO) 
Rebiya Kadeer, President of World Uyghur Congress   
  
Panel 1: Kashgar: Invaluable Site of Cultural Heritage 

“The Architectural and Historical Significance of Kashgar Old City” 
Haiyun Ma, Laogai Reserach Foundation 

“A Personal History of Kashgar" 
Mehmet Tohti, World Uyghur Congress                     

“The Importance of Kashgar for Turkic Uyghur Identity” 
Henryk Szadziewski, Uyghur Human Rights Project   
  
Panel 2: Kashgar: A Quest for Cultural Protection 

“Bejing’s Reconstruction and the Campaign to Save Kashgar” 
Ulrich Delius, Society for Threatened Peoples 

“Progressive Cultural Destruction: The Case of Lhasa” 
Vincent Metten, International Campaign for Tibet 

“How to Save Kashgar? The Example of Bruges” 
Suzanne Van Haeverbeeck, former Flemish world heritage expert   

Press Conference 
 

 
 

 

  

From left to right: Marino 
Busdachin (UNPO General 

Secretary), Helga Trüpel MEP, 
Frieda Brepoels MEP, Rebiya 

Kadeer (WUC), Mehmet Tohti 
(WUC) (Photo:UNPO) 

http://www.unpo.org/article/12104�
http://www.unpo.org/downloads/106.pdf�
http://www.unpo.org/downloads/107.pdf�
http://www.unpo.org/downloads/108.pdf�
http://www.unpo.org/downloads/109.pdf�
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

UNPO to Celebrate 20 Years of Promoting Non-Violence and Self-Determination 

The 20th Anniversary of UNPO will be marked by events that celebrate the organization’s past 
while charting a path for its future. The anniversary, taking place on 11 February 2011 remains a 
bittersweet reminder of the critical situation of minority populations, indigenous peoples and 
occupied or unrecognized territories across the world since rather than reduce in its scope and 
mandate, UNPO has instead grown from 15 founding members to more than 50 today. East 
Turkestan, today represented through the World Uyghur Congress, was one of the founders of 
UNPO and former WUC President Erkin Alptekin, was UNPO´s former vice chairman and former 
interim General Secretary. UNPO 20th Anniversary Commemorative Publication can be 
downloaded here.  

 
16th Session of UN Human Rights Council 

From 28 February to 25 March, the 16th session of the UN Human Rights Council will take place 
in Geneva, Switzerland. The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the UN 
system made up of 47 States responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of 
human rights around the globe.  The Council was created by the UN General Assembly on 15 
March 2006 with the main purpose of addressing situations of human rights violations and make 
recommendations on them.  The WUC is currently lobbying for the inclusion of a mention of the 
Uyghur human rights situation in the oral and/or written statement of the country delegations 
or of the NGOs with ECOSOC status.  
 
Uyghur Leadership Training Seminar Australia 

Since 2007, the World Uyghur Congress (WUC) is organizing an annual Uyghur Leadership 
Training Seminar, co-sponsored by NED (National Endowment for Democracy, www.ned.org) 
and co-organized by UNPO (Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization, www.unpo.org). 
The seminar is dedicated to different themes, including the notion of self-determination under 
the law, human rights issues, lobbying at international bodies, democracy and advocacy. In 2007 
this event took place in The Hague, 2008 in Berlin, 2009 in Washington, DC, and 2010 in Brussels 
and the number of participants ranged from 40 to nearly 100.  

This years‘ edition of the training seminar will take place in several Australian cities and is 
organized jointly by the WUC, the Australian Uyghur Association and the Australian East 
Turkestan Association and co-funded by NED. The seminar will bring together academics and 
regional experts, Uyghur leaders and the wider community, political entities, international non-
government organizations, media representatives and diplomats from the international 
community thus ensuring a broad range of perspectives are represented.  The general aim of the 
workshop is to provide the Uyghur community with the knowledge and experience necessary not 
only to raise awareness of the Uyghur issue in the Western world, but also to build capacity in the 
field of human rights and democratization efforts. The specific aim of the 2011 workshop is to 
offer a theoretical framework for the resolution of the Uygur issue in the context of China’s 
democratization process. Therefore, the theme of the 2011 workshop is “The Uyghur Issue in the 
Context of China’s Democratization Process.” Ms. Rebiya Kadeer, President of World Uyghur 
Congress, and Ms. Louisa Coan Greve, Vice-President of NED, will attend the workshop. 
 
4th International March for Freedom of Oppressed Peoples and Minorities 

Società Libera, consistently with its own conception of Liberalism, that acknowledges supremacy 
and a central role to the Person and to its natural rights, has been promoting for three years the 
International March for Freedom in Rome. This is a silent demonstration that aims to rally public 
opinion in defense of the freedom of Burmese, Iranian, Tibetan and Uyghur Peoples, and to give 
a wider visibility to the commitment of whoever is fighting for freedom all over the world. This 
year, the freedom march will take place in Berlin, Paris and Rome (SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER, 3 
p.m.) 

For more information please contact: info@societalibera.org  

http://www.unpo.org/article/12224�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=411�
http://www.unpo.org/downloads/113.pdf�
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/16session/�
http://www.ned.org/�
http://www.unpo.org/�
http://www.unpo.org/article/7999�
http://www.unpo.org/article/8071�
http://www.unpo.org/article/11437�
http://unpo.org/article/10887�
http://www.uyghuraustralia.org/�
http://etaa.org.au/�
http://etaa.org.au/�
http://www.societalibera.org/�
mailto:info@societalibera.org�
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HIGHLIGHTED INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ARTICLES AND REPORTS 

ON UYGHUR RELATED ISSUES 

Human Rights Watch (HRW) World Report 2011 

This 21st annual World Report summarizes human rights conditions in more than 90 countries 
and territories worldwide. It reflects extensive investigative work undertaken in 2010 by 
Human Rights Watch staff, usually in close partnership with domestic human rights activists. 

With increasing frequency, governments that might exert pressure for human rights 
improvement are accepting the rationalizations and subterfuges of repressive governments, 
favoring private “dialogue” and “cooperation” over more hard-nosed approaches. In principle 
there is nothing wrong with dialogue, but it should not be a substitute for public pressure when 
the government in question lacks the political will to respect rights. Human Rights Watch calls on 
governmental supporters of human rights to ensure that the quest for cooperation does not 
become an excuse for inaction. 

The report, published on 24 January 2011, can be downloaded here. 

 

IFJ Report: Voices of Courage. Press Freedom in China 2010 

A new International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) report has uncovered scores of restrictive 
orders issued by China’s authorities in 2010 that block information on public health, disasters, 
corruption and civil unrest.  

Voices of Courage: Press Freedom in China 2010, released in January 2011 by IFJ Asia-Pacific in 
Hong Kong, outlines more than 80 restrictive orders issued last year by authorities in China. The 
orders are a mere sample of the vast array of controls on information that journalists and media 
workers are known to grapple with when reporting the news. 

 
  

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/wr2011.pdf�
http://asiapacific.ifj.org/en�
http://asiapacific.ifj.org/assets/docs/223/076/4ae41df-b93ad4c.pdf�
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MORE MEDIA ARTICLES 

***Uyghurs / East Turkestan*** 

Turkey sacrifices Uighurs to trade 
Asia Times, 19 January 2011 
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/MA19Ad02.html  
 
Xinjiang – China’s Muslim west 
Daily Times, 24 January 2011 
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C01%5C24%5Cstory_24-1-
2011_pg7_21  
 
***Tibet*** 

Tibetan Democracy Moves Forward, Faces Challenges 
RFA, 18 January 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/democracy-01182011102742.html  
 
Writers Face Hard Labor 
RFA, 24 January 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/writers-01252011172620.html  
 

China Denies Spy Rumors Amid Probe of Tibetan Spiritual Figure 
VOA News, 31 January 2011 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/China-Denies-Spy-Rumors-Amid-Probe-of-Tibetan-
Spiritual-Figure-114928444.html  
 
***China*** 

China’s dismal record on religious freedom 
The Washington Post, 18 January 2011 
http://onfaith.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/undergod/2011/01/will_obama_pressure_hu_jintao
_on_religious_repression.html  
 
Rights Activists Say China’s Gender Ratio Contributes to Human Trafficking 
VOANews, Washington 24 January 2011 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/Rights-Activists-Say-Chinas-Gender-Ratio-
Contributes-to-Human-Trafficking-114480334.html  
 
China blocks “Egypt” searches on micro-blogs 
Reuters, 30 January 2011 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/01/30/us-egypt-china-idUSTRE70T0O420110130  
 
Egypt-Type Revolt ‘Unlikely’ in China 
RFA, 07 Feb 2011 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/revolt-02072011131108.html  
 
***China and the US*** 

Multiple protests planned for Chinese president’s state visit 
The Washington Post, 15 January 2011 
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/political-
economy/2011/01/slew_of_protests_planned_for_c.html  
 
Ahead of visit by China’s Hu, Obama meets with advocates for human rights 
Washington Post, 13 January 2011 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/13/AR2011011306925.html  
 
 

http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/MA19Ad02.html�
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C01%5C24%5Cstory_24-1-2011_pg7_21�
http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2011%5C01%5C24%5Cstory_24-1-2011_pg7_21�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/democracy-01182011102742.html�
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What the U.S. and other democracies must make clear to China 
The Washington Post, 16 January 2011 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2011/01/16/AR2011011603149.html?hpid=opinionsbox1  
 
China heads off US questions on human rights 
Guardian.co.uk, 16 January 2011 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/jan/16/china-us-questions-human-rights  
 
Obama, Hu Urged to Hold Substantive Human Rights Talks 
VOA News, 19 January 2011 
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/Chinese-Activists-Urge-Obama-Hu-to-Hold-
Substantive-Human-Rights-Talks-114198034.html  
 
Hu Jintao meets with lawmakers, hears concerns on human rights 
Washington Post, 20 January 2011 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2011/01/19/AR2011011905092.html?hpid=topnews  
 
Do we have to wait 30 years for human rights in China? 
The Washington Post, 20 January 2011 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2011/01/20/AR2011012003700.html?hpid=opinionsbox1  
 
Human rights? Hu will hear none of it. 
Washington Post, 20 January 2011 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/19/AR2011011907290.html  
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The Uyghur People  

The Uyghur people are indigenous to East Turkestan [also known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region (XUAR) in northwest China]. For many years, the Chinese government has waged an intense and 
often brutal campaign to repress all forms of Uyghur dissent, crack down on Uyghurs’ peaceful religious 
activities and independent expressions of ethnicity, dilute Uyghurs’ culture and identity as a distinct people, 
and threaten the survival of the Uyghur language. The authorities have routinely equated Uyghurs’ peaceful 
political, religious, and cultural activities with the “three evils” – terrorism, separatism and religious 
extremism – and have couched their persecution of the Uyghurs as efforts to quash these “three evils.”  The 
authorities have also economically marginalized the Uyghurs in East Turkestan through intense and blatant 
racial discrimination in employment. The Uyghurs are a Turkic people and have long practiced a moderate, 
traditional form of Sunni Islam, strongly imbued with the folklore and traditions of a rural, oasis-dwelling 
population.   

East Turkestan 

East Turkestan lies in the very heart of Asia. Situated along the fabled ancient Silk Road, it has been a 
prominent centre of commerce for more than 2000 years. The current territorial size of East Turkestan is 
1.82 million square kilometers. The neighboring Chinese province annexed part of the territory as a result of 
the Chinese communist invasion of 1949. East Turkestan borders with China and Mongolia to the east, 
Russia to the north, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India to the west, and 
Tibet to the south. According to latest Chinese census, the current population of East Turkestan is 19.25 
million, including 7.49 million ethnic Chinese illegal settled in East Turkestan after 1949 (the ethnic Chinese 
numbered 200,000 in 1949).  The 9,6 million Uyghurs constitute the majority. However, the Uyghur sources 
put the population of Uyghurs around 20 million. 

Events of 5 July 2009 

The human rights situation of the Uyghur population in East Turkestan has been dire for decades and has 
even worsened since the July 2009 protest and ethnic unrest in Urumqi, the capital of East Turkestan. The 
July 2009 protest began with a peaceful demonstration by Uyghurs in Urumqi that was brutally and lethally 
suppressed by Chinese security forces. The Uyghurs were protesting against a lack of government action in 
regard to a deadly attack on Uyghur factory workers in Shaoguan, Guangdong Province in the south of 
China. The violent and illegal reaction of the Chinese security forces to the peaceful protest led then to 
ethnic violence and riots between Uyghurs and Han Chinese, during which hundreds of Uyghur and Han 
Chinese civilians were killed. According to data published by the Chinese Xinhua news agency, 197 people 
were killed, but the World Uyghur Congress estimates – based on eyewitness reports - that more than 1000 
people died in the riots. However, until today, the exact death toll on both sides is not clear since so far no 
independent investigation of these events has been undertaken. 
 

About the WUC 

The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) is an international umbrella organization that represents the collective 
interest of the Uyghur people both in East Turkestan and abroad and promotes Uyghur human rights and a 
peaceful and non-violent solution based on rule of law for the conflict in East Turkestan. 

WUC´s monthly newsletter provides the latest information on Uyghur related issues and informs about the 
work and activities of the WUC and its affiliate members. Older editions of the newsletter can be viewed 
and downloaded in pdf format from the web. 

To subscribe for WUC´s e-mail service, please fill in this form. If you wish to stop receiving e-mails from the 
World Uyghur Congress, please send an e- mail with “unsubscribe” in the subject to 
contact@uyghurcongress.org.  

 

Support the World Uyghur Congress! 

The WUC is organised as a non-profit organisation and relies on membership fees, grants and donations, 
which help the organisation to sustain its work and activities. Your donation will support our efforts to 
promote the preservation and flourishing of a rich, humanistic and diverse Uyghur culture, and to support 
the right of the Uyghur people to use peaceful, democratic means to determine their own political future. 

 

 

 

Beneficiary Name: 

Weltkongress der Uiguren e.V 
(The World Uyghur Congress) 
Bank code: 700 700 24 
Account No.: 244 089 901 

 

 

World Uyghur Congress 
P.O. Box 310312 

80103 Munich, Germany 
Tel:  +49 (0) 89 5432 1999 
Fax: +49 (0) 89 5434 9789 

contact@uyghurcongress.org 
www.uyghurcongress.org 

 

For transfers from abroad: 

IBAN: De 93 700 700 24 0244 089 901 
BIC-Code: DEUTDEDBMUC 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?cat=284�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?page_id=4471�
mailto:contact@uyghurcongress.org�
mailto:contact@uyghurcongress.org�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/�
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