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. . . T O P  S T O R Y . . .  

At a Year of Their Disappearance: 
Whereabouts of the 20 Uyghurs Deported 
From Cambodia to China Still Unknown 
WUC Appeal on Forcible Return of 20 Uyghur Asylum-Seekers to China by Cambodia 

19 December 2010 is the one-year 
anniversary of Cambodia’s illegal, 
forcible return to China of 20 Uyghur 
asylum-seekers (including one woman 
and two children) before the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) had made a determination as to 
their refugee status. These Uyghurs had 
fled to Cambodia and sought protection 
from UNHCR there following the peaceful 
Uyghur protest and the ethnic unrest in 
July 2009 in Urumqi, the regional capital 
of East Turkestan (also known as the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of 
China), because they had witnessed 
Chinese security forces arresting and 
using brutal and lethal force against 
Uyghur demonstrators during these 
protests. The Chinese authorities have 
sought to suppress Uyghurs' eyewitness 
accounts of Chinese security forces 
arresting and using brutal and lethal force 
against Uyghur demonstrators during the 
peaceful Uyghur protest in July 2009 in 
Urumqi. A couple of the Uyghurs in the 
group of returnees gave eyewitness 
accounts during their time in Cambodia.  

Cambodia had been pressured and 
influenced by China to return them. The 
Chinese authorities immediately 
detained the 20 Uyghurs upon their 
forcible return, and one year later, the 
authorities still have not disclosed the 
Uyghurs’ whereabouts, conditions, and 
legal statuses, despite having promised 

the international community that they 
would deal with the Uyghurs 
transparently upon return.  

China rewarded Cambodia for its 
reprehensible action by signing an 
agreement two days after the return to 
provide a reported US$1.2 billion in aid to 
Cambodia.  Cambodia returned these 
Uyghurs to China while being fully aware 
that in China, they would be tortured and 
persecuted on grounds set forth in the 
1951 UN Convention relating to the Status 
of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol to the 
Refugee Convention, of which Cambodia 
is a party. 

During the first anniversary of this tragic 
event, the World Uyghur Congress (WUC, 
www.uyghurcongress.org) respectfully 
requested that human rights non-
governmental as well as individuals 
involved in politics issue press releases or 
other public statements calling on the 
Chinese government to disclose these 
Uyghurs’ whereabouts and to 
immediately and unconditionally release 
them. WUC´s efforts had important 
results, since a total of 19 press releases 
(including WUC´s press release), 
statements, media articles and other 
topic-related articles have been 
published between 15 and 24 December 
2010.  

 

 
Press releases and statements: 

Freedom House, One Year Later, Whereabouts of Deported Uighurs Still Unknown,  17 December 
2010 

Human Rights Watch, China: Account for “Disappeared” Uighurs, 17 December 2010  

Jesuits Refugee Aid, Cambodia: one year without answers, 16 December 2010 

The 20 Uyghurs were taken to this 
safe-house on 17 December 2009. 
Two days later they were deported 
at gunpoint to China (ABC News) 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=5767�
http://www.freedomhouse.org/template.cfm?page=70&release=1295�
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2010/12/17/china-account-disappeared-uighurs�
http://www.jrs.net/news_detail?TN=NEWS-20101216074857�
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Nonviolent Radical Party, At a year of their disappearance, the Nonviolent Radical Party calls on 
international organizations to urge Beijing to disclose the whereabouts of the 20 Uyghurs 
deported from Cambodia to China, 15 December 2010  

Rep. Dana Rohrbacher, One Year Anniversary of Cambodia’s Forcible Return of Uyghur Asylum 
Seekers, 17 December 2010  

Society for Threatened Peoples, Von Kambodscha an China ausgeliefert – seit einem Jahr 
verschwunden: Vereinte Nationen müssen Schicksal von 20 Uiguren aufklären!, 17 December 
2010 

Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO): United States Must Support 
Cambodia & Uphold UN Refugee Convention, 21 December 2010  

Uyghur American Association, Twenty Uyghurs deported from Cambodia still missing after one 
year, 16 December 2010 

World Organization against Torture: China: Grave concern about the safety of 20 Uyghur asylum-
seekers, whose whereabouts remain unknown more than a year after their return to China, 24 
December 2010 

World Uyghur Congress, The World Uyghur Congress Is Gravely Concerned Over the Enforced 
Disappearance of 20 Uyghurs by the Chinese Government Since Their Forcible Return from 
Cambodia Almost One Year Ago, 15 December 2010  

 
 

Media articles: 

AFP, China asked to explain fate of Uighurs from Cambodia, 18 December 2010  

Deutsche Welle, 去年遭遣返的20名维族人仍下落不明 (20 Uyghur  repatriated last year still 
missing; based on interview with WUC staff member Jana Brandt), 17 December 2010 

Marino Busdachin, Cambodia’s failure to protect, December 2010  

NTD Television: 20 Uighurs Still Missing After Being Sent Back to China in 2009, 22 December 
2010  

New York Times, China Pressed to Account for Uighurs’ Fate, 18 December 2010 

Sara Colm, Analysis: Inside perspective on Uighurs, 20 December 2010  
 
 

Related articles: 

Adam Miller, Laos deported Uighur asylum seekers: report, 19 December 2010  

Amnesty International, China urged to release Uighur activist allegedly tortured in prison, 20 
December 2010 

Radio Free Asia, Laos Deports Seven Uyghurs, 15 December 2010

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=5780�
http://rohrabacher.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=217908�
http://www.gfbv.de/pressemit.php?id=2501&PHPSESSID=95b7d0c648641ee090d870b01abebaf7�
http://www.unpo.org/article/12080�
http://www.uyghuramerican.org/articles/5254/1/Twenty-Uyghurs-deported-from-Cambodia-still-missing-after-one-year/index.html�
http://www.omct.org/urgent-campaigns/urgent-interventions/china/2010/12/d21011/�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=5767�
http://ca.news.yahoo.com/china-asked-explain-fate-uighurs-cambodia-20101218-005433-401.html�
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,6351570,00.html�
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/index.php/2010122145533/National-news/cambodias-failure-to-protect.html�
http://english.ntdtv.com/ntdtv_en/ns_china/2010-12-22/126167258980.html�
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/12/19/world/asia/19uighur.html?_r=2&partner=rss&emc=rss�
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/index.php/2010122045504/National-news/analysis-inside-perspective-on-uighurs.html�
http://www.phnompenhpost.com/index.php/2010121945496/National-news/laos-deported-uighur-asylum-seekers-report.html�
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/china-urged-release-uighur-activist-allegedly-tortured-prison-2010-12-20�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/deport-12152010183037.html�
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. . . F E A T U R E D  A R T I C L E . . .  

2010 - The Uyghur Human Rights Year in 
Review  
By Henryk Szadziewski hszad@uhrp.org, Manager Uyghur Human Rights Project,  
published at Huffington Post on 06 January 2011; full article available here.  

At the conclusion of 2009, the outlook for 
Uyghur human rights looked very bleak 
indeed. In December of that year, 20 
Uyghur asylum seekers were deported from 
Cambodia under intense Chinese pressure. 
The deportation capped off a year of human 
rights reversals in East Turkestan (also 
known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region) that stemmed from an outbreak of 
unrest in the regional capital of Urumchi on 
July 5. In the following months mass 
detentions, reports of torture, enforced 
disappearances, trials that fell short of 
international standards and swift executions 
marked a period of extreme difficulty for 
the Uyghur people. Although 2010 brought 
the reestablishment of Internet and 
international communications, as well as 
the removal of the unpopular Party 
Secretary Wang Lequan, there were few 
indications that the economic and social 
issues underlying the 2009 unrest were 
being addressed.  

2010 began with an announcement on 
January 13 of a near doubling of the security 
budget for East Turkestan that underscored 
Chinese government approaches to 
establishing stability in the region. The 
emphasis on security and punishment was 
exemplified by reports later in January that 
four Uyghurs had been sentenced to death 
in connection with the 2009 unrest. Human 
Rights Watch called trials related to the 
unrest conducted in 2009 as lacking "due 
process". January also witnessed tighter 
restrictions on cell phone use, with three 
cell phone users in the region punished by 
public security officials for sending text 
messages containing harmful information 
and affecting ethnic unity.  

In February, Switzerland granted asylum to 
two Uyghur brothers detained in 
Guantánamo. Palau authorities had offered 
one of the brothers, Bahtiyar Mahmud, the 

opportunity to settle in Palau together with 
a group of other Uyghur detainees in 2009, 
but Bahtiyar rejected the offer. He opted to 
stay behind to look after his older brother 
Arkin, who suffered from mental illness and 
who was not given the choice of settling in 
Palau. At the time of writing, five of the 
original 22 Uyghurs remain in the U.S. 
detention facility. Five Uyghurs were 
released into Albania in 2006, four to 
Bermuda in June 2009 and six to Palau in 
October 2009. The two brothers arrived in 
Switzerland on March 23, 2010.  

April saw the removal of Xinjiang Party 
Secretary Wang Lequan. Long reviled by 
many Uyghurs, Wang Lequan lost the 
confidence of a number of Han Chinese in 
the region due to mishandling of the 2009 
unrest, as well as growing displeasure over 
his nepotistic business and political 
practices. Wang was known both for using 
his leadership post to ensure the business 
success of his friends in the 'Shandong 
clique', and also for appointing cadres from 
his home province of Shandong to top 
government positions throughout East 
Turkestan. During his fifteen-year spell as 
party secretary, he oversaw a hardening of 
regional policies that were seen as a break 
with the relative openness of the 1980s. 57-
year-old Zhang Chunxian, formerly the 
Communist Party Secretary of Hunan 
Province, was appointed to replace Wang. 

The following month was marked by a 
restoration of Internet access, which had 
been blocked since the July 5, 2009 unrest. 
Largely viewed as a goodwill gesture by new 
Party Secretary Zhang Chunxian, the lifting 
of restrictions occurred against a backdrop 
of detentions of Uyghur journalists and 
bloggers.  

 […]  

To read the full article, please click here. 

 

mailto:hszad@uhrp.org�
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/henryk-szadziewski/2010-the-uyghur-human-rig_b_804927.html�
http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/10/15/china-xinjiang-trials-deny-justice�
http://www.danwei.org/crime/xinjiang_text_messaging_spread.php�
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/henryk-szadziewski/2010-the-uyghur-human-rig_b_804927.html�
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. . . F E A T U R E D  A R T I C L E . . .  

December 2010 marked increasing harassment 
for Beijing Aizhixing, a group providing 
assistance to the Uyghur migrant community 
By Amy Reger, Researcher at the Uyghur American Association's Uyghur Human Rights 
Project (UHRP), areger@uhrp.org

On December 22, 2010, public security and 
tax officials visited the Beijing-based 
organization Aizhixing and left with several 
boxes full of materials that they seized by 
force, in the latest manifestation of 
harassment against the group. Staff 
members were not allowed to make copies 
of original documents that were seized. 
Police also visited the group’s office on 
December 23, at which time they questioned 
staff members and inspected their national 
identity cards. Aizhixing works to promote 
AIDS education, provide healthcare and legal 
advice to vulnerable groups and advocate for 
basic human rights and social justice for 
those infected with HIV/AIDS, and has 
worked extensively to aid the Uyghur 
migrant community in Beijing. 

Li Xiongbing, who acts as legal advisor to 
the organization, said that some of the 
materials seized by officials contained 
confidential information and were not 
relevant to the matter the tax officials 
claimed to be investigating. Li told Deutsche 
Welle on December 23 that the group had 
also been investigated by tax authorities in 
2008, and had been found to be in 
complete compliance with tax regulations. 
In a statement in English on its website, 
Aizhixing protested against the official 
harassment it has recently experienced, 
stating that it had been harassed by over 10 
government departments since January 
2010. According to the statement, recent 
harassment of the group is related to 
founder Wan Yanhai’s attendance of the 

December 10 Nobel Peace Prize ceremony 
in Oslo. The group cited public security 
officials as stating that if Wan attended the 
ceremony, he would not be able to return 
to China, and the group would face more 
difficulties.  
Wan Yanhai, who is now living in the 
Washington, D.C. area, told BBC in June 
2010 that he had fled China the previous 
month with his wife and daughter because 
he felt threatened. Wan had been detained 
twice because of his work with Aizhixing. 
The government forbade the group from 
holding a conference in January 2010 on its 
16th anniversary, amid what the group said 
has been increasing pressure from the 
government, including arbitrary police 
searches. 
“I believe the Chinese government is now 
launching a war against independent social 
forces,” Wan told the BBC in June. 
According to its website, in 2006, Aizhixing 
established the Uyghur Project in Beijing to 
provide services to the Uyghur floating 
populations and injecting drug users. In 
2008, it established the Uyghur Community 
Center in Beijing to provide counseling, legal 
aid, and assistance to Uyghurs living in 
Beijing. In 2009, Aizhixing was awarded a 
national public interest award for its work 
with the Uyghur community. 
 
For a detailed statement in Chinese on 
harassment experienced by Aizhixing in 
December and earlier in 2010, please see 
here.  

  

http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,14733100,00.html�
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,14733100,00.html�
http://www.aizhi.net/en/�
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/8717429.stm�
http://www.aizhi.net/en/?page_id=2�
http://www.google.com/buzz/aizhixing2010/DZn1KC4uVwH/北京爱知行研究所强烈谴责对�
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MEDIA WORK 

Statement by Senator Marco Perduca on Ongoing Racist Policies against Uyghurs 

Senator Marco Perduca, co-vicepresident of the Nonviolent Radical Party and Treasurer of the 
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization, issued the following statement on 31 
December 2010 on the ongoing racist policies against the Uyghurs: 

"After the January execution of the Uyghur girl Hayrinsa Sawut (20) , accuse of murder during the 
July 2009 riots in East Turkestan, and life sentence against Gulmire Imin for her role as an "illegal 
organizer" for the same events, Radio Free Asia informs us today that Pezilet Ekber a third Uyghur 
girl has been sentenced, this time to death for the alleged role in the 2009 uprising. 

China's great leap towards modernity remains guided by the negation of human rights starting 
from the one to life. Baroness Ashton, whose recent report described the embargo as "a major 
impediment" to Europe-China security and foreign policy cooperation, should indeed take these 
pieces of information into consideration when "the EU should assess its practical implication and 
design a way forward" as she urged the 27 Member States to do. 

The embargo was possibly one of the rare real political statements adopted by the EU after the 
brutal repression of Tien An Men and should not be considered as a mere "commercial limitation" 
but a principled decision. The diffusion of weapons around the world has never lead to greater 
security nor has it improved political-economical relations, and, if it is true that democracy do not 
wage war against one another, it is a well established fact that authoritarian regimes do not 
hesitate to use force whenever they think they are threatened. It should be enough to read 
Beijing's reactions to whatever concerns Tibet, Eastern Turkestan, Taiwan but also Korea, Japan 
or Vietnam to imagine how those weapons could be used. Baroness Ashton should better choose 
a different new year resolution.” 

  

Wikileaks and the Uyghur 

On 20 December 2010, Henryk Szadziewski, Manager of the Uyghur Human Rights Project, 
published a blog article entitled “Wikileaks and the Uyghur” in which he describes how 
Wikileaks documents reveal Chinese government fears over its continued control of the region 
it calls Xinjiang, which is also known as East Turkestan.  

The leaked cables from U.S. diplomats demonstrate the extent to which Chinese authorities 
attempt to convince governments worldwide to adopt its stance on issues affecting Uyghurs. The 
cables also show the United States’ concerns and views regarding the ongoing repressive 
measures in the region.  

He concludes his article by saying that “the cables offer insight into the daily business of 
diplomacy that is rarely afforded to the general public, and it is interesting to note the amount of 
work done behind closed doors on Uyghur issues. The importance of the role of the United States 
as a monitor of Uyghur human rights conditions in private conversations is made clear, and 
contrasts with its tactful public stance. The staff of the Uyghur Human Rights Project is well aware 
of the pressure the Chinese government exerts on Uyghur activists; still, the details of Chinese 
government pressure on its counterparts is illustrative of the degree that Chinese officials attempt 
to suppress contradictory narratives. With more revelations to come from Wikileaks, concerns 
over Uyghurs may not grab the headlines, but the cables have shed new light on the 
documentation of human rights conditions in the Uyghur region”. 

 

UAA Press Release on Harsh July 5 sentences 

On 10 January 2011, the Uyghur American Association issued a press release on the harsh July 5 
sentences. These sentences highlight official attempts to silence Uyghurs and suppress 
information about criminal procedures.   

http://perdukistan.blogspot.com/2010/12/baroness-ashton-should-think-twice.html�
http://www.weblog.uhrp.org/?p=16�
http://www.uyghuramerican.org/articles/5297/1/Harsh-July-5-sentences-highlight-official-attempts-to-silence-Uyghurs-and-suppress-information-about-criminal-procedures/index.html�
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PAST EVENTS 

The WUC Participates in the 2010 UN Forum on Minority Issues in Geneva, 
Switzerland 

Dolkun Isa, Secretary-General for the World Uyghur Congress (WUC), and Kathy Polias, WUC’s 
United Nations Liaison, represented the organization at the 2010 Forum on Minority Issues 
from December 14-15, 2010 at the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland.  The WUC 
participated as part of the delegation organized by the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples 
Organization (UNPO), of which East Turkestan (represented through the WUC) is a member. 

The website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights states that the aims of 
the Forum on Minority Issues are to provide a platform for advancing dialogue and cooperation 
on issues relevant to ethnic, religious, and linguistic minorities and to provide thematic 
contributions and expertise to enhance the work of the UN Independent Expert on minority 
issues.  The Forum is geared toward identifying and evaluating best practices, challenges, 
opportunities, and initiatives for the further implementation of the Declaration on the Rights of 
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious, and Linguistic Minorities.  See the UN Forum 
on Minority Issues’ website.  

The theme and focus of this year’s Forum was the effective participation of minorities in 
economic life.  On December 15th, Ms. Polias delivered an intervention/statement on behalf 
of the WUC under Agenda Item IX – “Concrete steps to advance and build capacity of 
minorities effectively in economic life.” See the written version of statement here. The WUC 
focused its intervention on a reference in the UN Secretariat’s “Draft Recommendations of 
minorities and effective participation in economic life” for the Forum that noted that there are 
“many cases of misguided efforts to increase the economic participation of minorities, including 
the pursuit of forced migration or displacement, and resettlement of dominant groups to 
‘develop’ minority regions.”  The WUC elaborated on the problems with these types of 
development strategies and used the experiences of the Uyghur people of East Turkestan (also 
known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of China), as well as the Montagnard (Degar) 
people of the Central Highlands in Vietnam, as examples.  After explaining why governments 
should abandon these particular development strategies, the WUC urged governments to 
instead design development programs in minority areas in close consultation with and in 
partnership with the local peoples and to expand industries and trades in which the local 
peoples have traditionally been engaged.  In the written version of the statement submitted to 
OHCHR, the WUC also noted that for new industries that are introduced to minority areas, 
governments should invest in training the local peoples in the required skills rather than 
bringing people from outside those regions to work in those industries. 

The delegation of the People’s Republic of China to the Forum on Minority Issues verbally 
replied to the statement of the World Uyghur Congress and claimed that Uyghurs’ 
employment/labor language rights are protected and respected and also said that the 
Chinese government is implementing substantial development in the region. Radio Free Asia 
broadcasted a report on the intervention and on China’s response to the intervention.   

The U.S.-based Montagnard Foundation (www.montagnard-foundation.org) also discussed 
the Uyghurs’ plight in its oral statement at the Forum on December 14th.  The Montagnard 
Foundation asked the UN to continue its focus on safeguarding mother-tongue education and 
noted that “[i]n East Turkestan, the Chinese government is endangering the survival of the 
Uyghur language with a policy that is making Mandarin the medium of instruction in all 
schools.” 

In addition, on December 14, 2010, Kathy Polias was a speaker at a side/parallel event 
entitled, “Minorities and Natural Resources: Promoting the Rights of Minorities in the 
Development and Management of Natural Resources” organized and sponsored by the 
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization and Minority Rights Group International.  
Ms. Polias gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled, “Uyghurs of East Turkestan:  An 
Impoverished People in the Midst of Natural Wealth.” 

http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=5795�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/kety-poliyas-12232010152805.html�
http://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/tepsili_xewer/kety-poliyas-12232010152805.html�
http://www.montagnard-foundation.org/�
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WUC Representative in Berlin at Several Conferences 

The WUC Representative in Berlin Mr. Haiyuer Kuerban attended several conferences in Berlin 
in December 2010.  

On 9 December 2010, he participated in the conference entitled "Was will die chinesische 
Opposition? Der Friedensnobelpreisträger Liu Xiaobo und die Demokratiebewegung in China". 
Organized by the The Berlin-Hohenschönhausen Memorial, this conference was attended by 
scores of people including the Director of the Memorial, biography of Mr. Liu Xiaobo, 
representatives of Chinese democracy movements and writes in exile representatives of the 
German political party the Greens/90 as well as NGOs such as Amnesty International. 
One day later, Mr. Kuerban attended the conference entitled "Inszenierte Feindschaft? Der Islam 
im Westen, der Westen in der islamischen Welt" at the German Bundestag. Scores of German 
Parliamentarians, representatives of the religious communities in Germany, NGOs as well as 
journalists also attended the conference organized by the German Parliamentary Fraction, The 
Greens 90.  

On 15 December 2010, Mr. Kuerban attended the conference entitled "Religious Dynamics in 
Central Asia: Islam in Focus". Scores of politicians, experts in Central Asian Studies as well as 
professors of several German Universities also attended the conference.  
 

WUC Demonstrations in Munich due to Chinese Vice-Premier´s Visit in Germany 

On 8 January 2011, the WUC held two demonstrations in Munich, Germany, due to the visit of 
Li Keqiang, Chinese Vice-Premier, in the Bavarian capital. The WUC called on the German 
government representatives to raise the lack of protection of human rights in China during the 
visit of the Chinese delegation.  

The WUC asked the German politicians to urge for freedom of expression, especially for Uyghur 
and Tibetan people, and the immediate release of Uyghur political prisoners. In addition, the 
German government should not support the lift of EU´s arms embargo on China under any 
circumstances.  

"The human rights situation in East Turkestan is still dire," said Rebiya Kadeer, president of the 
WUC. "In particular, Uyghur journalists and bloggers have to fear for extremely harsh penalties 
due to their jobs. Freedom of expression does not exist for members of the Uyghur population in 
East Turkestan." 

Approximately 60 people from the German Uyghur community attended each demonstration.  

More information:  

⋅ WUC´s press release (in German) on the demonstration and the Chinese visit to Germany  
⋅ WUC´s article on demonstrations (in Uyghur)  
⋅ RFA´s article on the demonstration (in Uyghur)  
⋅ Epoch Times article 李克强访德 多团体吁勿忘人权 on Chinese visit to Munich and the 

demonstration  
⋅ Deutsche Welle article “中国总理接班人"慕尼黑一日游on Chinese visit to Munich and 

the demonstration  
⋅ Video oft he dapd (German Press Agency) on Chinese visit to Munich and the 

demonstration  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stiftung-hsh.de/page.php?cat_id=CAT_103&con_id=CON_1691&page_id=1019&subcat_id=CAT_103&recentcat=&back=&special=0&html=0�
http://www.stiftung-hsh.de/page.php?cat_id=CAT_103&con_id=CON_1691&page_id=1019&subcat_id=CAT_103&recentcat=&back=&special=0&html=0�
http://www.gruene-bundestag.de/cms/termine/dok/362/362475.html�
http://www.gruene-bundestag.de/cms/termine/dok/362/362475.html�
http://iaaw.hu-berlin.de/islam/veranstaltung/programme-symposium-religious-dynamics-in-central-asia-islam-in-focus-december-15-17-2010�
http://iaaw.hu-berlin.de/islam/veranstaltung/programme-symposium-religious-dynamics-in-central-asia-islam-in-focus-december-15-17-2010�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/de/?p=1279�
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Conference on Kashgar at the European Parliament in Brussels 

THE CITY OF KASHGAR – AN OASIS OF THE SILK ROAD ON THE BRINK OF EXTINCTION 

Two years into Beijing’s ‘Kashgar Dangerous House Reform’, and the Old City of Kashgar in East 
Turkestan, or China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), faces near total destruction.  
There is a pressing need to assess the damage incurred, implications for the region’s Uyghur 
population, and to identify ways in which damage can be mitigated. 

To address this urgent need, Ms Frieda Brepoels MEP will convene a conference, ‘Kashgar: An 
Oasis of the Silk Road on the Brink of Extinction’ at the European Parliament in Brussels from 
9.00–12.30h on 27 January 2011 in collaboration with the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples 
Organization (UNPO) and the Belgian Uyghur Association. 

The conference will provide a rare glimpse into one of the defining cultures of Central Asia and 
a city that has witnessed the passage of Tamerlane, Genghis Khan and Marco Polo.  But for 
political reasons Beijing refuses to include Kashgar in a UNESCO application that would grant 
the city World Heritage status. 

With opening remarks by Rebiya Kadeer, President of the World Uyghur Congress, discussions 
will explain the unique value of Kashgar Old City in China's East Turkestan also known as 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region as a site of international architectural and historical 
significance and the need for political action to protect its unique cultural heritage. 

Details of the event: 

9.00 – 12.30h 
Thursday, 27 January 2011 
Room PHS 5B001, Paul-Henri Spaak Building, European Parliament 
60 Rue Wiertz, Brussels, Belgium 

More information on the conference available at http://www.unpo.org/article/12104  

For media queries please contact: 
Andrew Swan  |  +32 (0)472 577 518  |  aswan@unpo.org 

Registration is required and must be submitted before 16 January 2011 
Please send your full name, date of birth, place of residence, nationality, organisation to 
ekrockow@unpo.org 

Organised by the Office of Frieda Brepoels MEP in collaboration with: 
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO), Belgian Uyghur Association 

 

  

http://www.unpo.org/article/12104�
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HIGHLIGHTED INTERNATIONAL MEDIA ARTICLES AND REPORTS 

ON UYGHUR RELATED ISSUES 

Amnesty International Renews its Call to Release Ablikim Abdiriyim  

On 20 December 2010, Amnesty International renewed its call on the Chinese authorities to 
release an ethnic Uighur prisoner of conscience jailed on separatism charges after his family 
reported that he is being tortured in a Xinjiang prison. 

Ablikim Abdiriyim, the son of prominent Uighur activist Rebiya Kadeer, told relatives visiting him 
on 13 December that he has been held in solitary confinement since 3 November after witnessing 
an incident that prison authorities wanted to keep quiet. His health has since deteriorated 
sharply.  

Ablikim Abdiriyim was sentenced to nine years in prison for “instigating and engaging in 
secessionist activities” in April 2007. Despite Chinese state media claiming his trial was fair, 
Abdiriyim's family says he was not given the right to legal representation of his choice and his 
“confession” was likely to have been made under torture. 

The torture of Ablikim Abdiriyim appears to be the latest example of the unacceptable 
persecution against Rebiya Kadeer's family," said Catherine Baber. 

 
 
Life Sentence for Uyghur Journalist Memetjan Abdulla 

A Uyghur journalist working for an official Chinese radio service has been sentenced to life in 
prison following a secret trial conducted earlier this year, according to a letter sent by a friend 
to Radio Free Asia (see RFA´s article from 21 December 2010). 

Memetjan Abdulla, an editor for the Uyghur service of China National Radio, was sentenced in 
April in a closed trial in Urumqi, capital of China’s northwestern Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region, the letter said. Authorities had charged Abdulla with helping to instigate deadly ethnic 
rioting in Urumqi in July 2009 following Uyghur protests at the beating deaths of Uyghur factory 
workers in the eastern Chinese city of Shaoguan. Abdulla had translated a call issued by the 
Munich-based World Uyghur Congress for Uyghurs in exile to protest, in their hosting countries, 
the Shaoguan deaths. The call had appeared on a Chinese website, and Abdulla had then 
translated the call into Uyghur and reposted it on the Uyghur website Salkin, authorities said. 

The July 5 violence, which according to eyewitnesses followed initially peaceful Uyghur protests, 
left some 200 ethnic Uyghurs and Han Chinese dead, according to Chinese government count. 

Memetjan Abdulla was born in 1977 and grew up in Karamay City in Xinjiang, his friend said in 
the letter sent to RFA. He graduated in 2001 from the Beijing Broadcasting Institute, now the 
Communication University of China, and worked for eight years as a broadcaster and editor at 
the Uyghur service of China National Radio. In his free time, the letter said, Abdulla worked as a 
manager for the Uyghur-language Salkin website. 

He was arrested two months after the July 2009 riots in Urumqi, according to the letter sent to 
RFA. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Ablikim Abdiriyim is the 
son of prominent Uyghur 
activist Rebiya Kadeer 

 

An undated photo of journalist 
Memetjan Abdulla (RFA) 

http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/china-urged-release-uighur-activist-allegedly-tortured-prison-2010-12-20�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/journalist-12212010162519.html�
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Chinese Reporter Sun Hongjie Dies 10 days after Being Beaten 

On 28 December 2010 several media including the Committee to Protect Journalists reported 
the death of of Sun Hongjie, a senior reporter at the Northern Xinjiang Morning Post. Sun died 
in a hospital in Kuitun 10 days after being beaten by several men at a construction site, 
international news reports said.  

At least six young men attacked Sun at the Kuitin construction site, where the reporter had gone 
to meet a source, according to international news reports. Authorities dismissed journalism-
related motives last week, saying the attack stemmed from an online dispute involving a social 
media acquaintance of Sun. 

The official account, carried widely in state-sanctioned media, was greeted with skepticism in 
unofficial online media. Colleagues said Sun often wrote stories critical of the local government, 
including recent reporting on the demolition of a factory to make way for housing for local party 
leaders, according to local and international reports. 

"Until there is a full, independent investigation, the official explanation of Sun Hongjie's brutal 
death must be treated with a great deal of skepticism," said Bob Dietz, CPJ's Asia program 
coordinator. The  CPJ called upon the Chinese authorities to fully investigate this incident.  

 
Death Sentence for Uyghur Student Pezilet Ekber 

The 19-year-old Uyghur student Pezilet Ekber becomes the second woman sentenced to die 
following ethnic violence last year according to an article published by Radio Free Asia on 30 
December 2010. 

Pezilet Ekber was sentenced to death with a two-year suspension following a trial in April 2010 
on charges of participating in ethnic riots that left hundreds dead, according to a classmate. 
Pezilet Ekber became the second Uyghur woman to receive the death penalty in connection to 
the unrest. In January, Hayrinsa Sawut, 20, was executed for committing murder during the riots. 

“Nobody knows what exactly led to Pezilet Ekber receiving such a heavy punishment, other than 
her ‘involvement in violence,’ because the trial was secret and her parents were only just 
informed of the decision,” her classmate, who asked to remain anonymous, wrote in a letter. 
“After the trial, her parents were just given the judgment, and were warned to keep silent and to 
refrain from telling the content of judgment to anyone,” the letter said. 

Pezilet Ekber was arrested two months after the unrest while visiting her parents in her 
hometown of Suydung, in the XUAR’s Qorghas [in Chinese, Huocheng] county, Ili prefecture. 

Her grandfather had served in Ili prefecture's Gulja city as a member of the East Turkestan 
Liberation Army shortly after its founding in 1944, seeking independence from China. Pezilet 
Ekber’s family background was one of the factors which probably influenced the decision 

 
HRW Report “China: Human Rights Action Plan Fails to Deliver” 

On 11 January 2011, Human Rights Watch (HRW) published the report entitled “Promises 
Unfulfilled - An Assessment of China’s National Human Rights Action Plan”.  

The 67-page report details how despite the Chinese government's progress in protection of some 
economic and social rights, it has undermined many of the key goals of the National Human 
Rights Action Plan (NHRAP) by tightening restrictions on rights of expression, association, and 
assembly over the past two years. The report highlights how that rollback of key civil and political 
rights enabled rather than reduced a host of human rights abuses specifically addressed in the 
NHRAP.  

The full report can be downloaded here. 

  

http://cpj.org/2010/12/chinese-reporter-dies-10-days-after-being-beaten.php�
http://cpj.org/2010/12/cpj-skeptical-of-official-line-on-chinese-reporter.php�
http://cpj.org/2010/12/chinese-reporter-dies-10-days-after-being-beaten.php�
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/death-12302010153000.html�
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2011/01/11/promises-unfulfilled-0�
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MORE MEDIA ARTICLES 

***Uyghurs / East Turkestan*** 

Top Muslim leader dies in China’s Xinjiang 
Agence France-Presse, 15 December 2010 
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/world/view/20101219-309867/Top-Muslim-leader-
dies-in-Chinas-Xinjiang  
 
Uyghur Scholar, Family Held 
RFA, 15 Dec 2010 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/uyghur-12152010203431.html  
 
Campaigns Target Uyghur Muslims 
RFA, 16 Dec 2010 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/campaigns-12162010111933.html  
 
‘Post riots, China’s Xinjiang region still remains unstable’ 
Sify.com, 25 December 2010 
http://www.sify.com/news/post-riots-china-s-xinjiang-region-still-remains-unstable-news-
international-kmzn4dajfhb.html  
 
Judges Transferred for Riot Trials 
RFA, 29 December 2010 
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=6108  
 
 
***Tibet*** 

China pays Nepal police ‘to catch Tibet refugees’ 
AFP, 21 December2010 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gAcJ673go50URtzW2B9jl3owe10g?docI
d=CNG.94c0291487a902035e9cb95619c131f5.291  
 
Tibetan Writers Sentenced 
RFA, 30 December 2010 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/tibet/writers-12312010111557.html  
 
Fears for the life of Tibetan political prisoner tortured after speaking to UN Rapporteur 
International Campaign for Tibet, 04 January, 2011 
http://savetibet.org/media-center/ict-news-reports/fears-life-tibetan-political-prisoner-tortured-
after-speaking-un-rapporteur  
 
Rise of Tibetan soft power 
Open Democracy, 05 January 2010 
http://www.opendemocracy.net/tsering-namgyal/rise-of-tibetan-soft-
power?utm_source=feedblitz&utm_medium=FeedBlitzEmail&utm_content=201210&utm_camp
aign=0  
 
 

***Inner Mongolia*** 

China frees key Mongolian rights activist 
guardian.co.uk, 13 December 2010 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/dec/13/china-frees-mongolian-rights-campaigner  

 
 

http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/world/view/20101219-309867/Top-Muslim-leader-dies-in-Chinas-Xinjiang�
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http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/campaigns-12162010111933.html�
http://www.sify.com/news/post-riots-china-s-xinjiang-region-still-remains-unstable-news-international-kmzn4dajfhb.html�
http://www.sify.com/news/post-riots-china-s-xinjiang-region-still-remains-unstable-news-international-kmzn4dajfhb.html�
http://www.uyghurcongress.org/en/?p=6108�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gAcJ673go50URtzW2B9jl3owe10g?docId=CNG.94c0291487a902035e9cb95619c131f5.291�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gAcJ673go50URtzW2B9jl3owe10g?docId=CNG.94c0291487a902035e9cb95619c131f5.291�
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China urged to account for Mongolian activist 
The Associated Press, 9 January 2011 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/01/09/AR2011010904714.html  
 
 
***China*** 

Religious Freedom In China 
VOA News, 20 December 2010 
http://www.voanews.com/policy/editorials/Religious-Freedom-In-China-112198644.html  
 
China: Don’t pressure us on human rights 
The Philippine Star, 28 December 2010 
http://www.philstar.com/Article.aspx?articleId=643264&publicationSubCategoryId=63  
 
Chinese Censorship Worsens in 2010 
RFA, 30 December 2010 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/censorship-12292010160648.html 
 
China: Human rights lawyers threatened and jailed 
Asia News, January 04, 2011 
http://www.speroforum.com/site/article.asp?id=46152&t=China%3A+++Human+rights+lawyers+
threatened+and+jailed  
 
AP Exclusive: Missing Chinese lawyer told of abuse 
The Associated Press, 10 January 2011 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2011-01-10/ap-exclusive-missing-chinese-lawyer-told-of-
abuse.html  
 
 
***EU-China*** 

EU considers lifting 21-year-old China arms embargo 
China Daily/Asia News Network, 02 January 2011 
http://news.asiaone.com/News/Latest%2BNews/Asia/Story/A1Story20110102-255960.html  
 
The Risks of E.U. Arms in China 
The New York Times, 10 January 2011 
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/11/world/europe/11iht-politicus11.html?_r=2   
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The Uyghur People  

The Uyghur people are indigenous to East Turkestan [also known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region (XUAR) in northwest China]. For many years, the Chinese government has waged an intense and 
often brutal campaign to repress all forms of Uyghur dissent, crack down on Uyghurs’ peaceful religious 
activities and independent expressions of ethnicity, dilute Uyghurs’ culture and identity as a distinct people, 
and threaten the survival of the Uyghur language. The authorities have routinely equated Uyghurs’ peaceful 
political, religious, and cultural activities with the “three evils” – terrorism, separatism and religious 
extremism – and have couched their persecution of the Uyghurs as efforts to quash these “three evils.”  The 
authorities have also economically marginalized the Uyghurs in East Turkestan through intense and blatant 
racial discrimination in employment. The Uyghurs are a Turkic people and have long practiced a moderate, 
traditional form of Sunni Islam, strongly imbued with the folklore and traditions of a rural, oasis-dwelling 
population.   

East Turkestan 

East Turkestan lies in the very heart of Asia. Situated along the fabled ancient Silk Road, it has been a 
prominent centre of commerce for more than 2000 years. The current territorial size of East Turkestan is 
1.82 million square kilometers. The neighboring Chinese province annexed part of the territory as a result of 
the Chinese communist invasion of 1949. East Turkestan borders with China and Mongolia to the east, 
Russia to the north, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India to the west, and 
Tibet to the south. According to latest Chinese census, the current population of East Turkestan is 19.25 
million, including 7.49 million ethnic Chinese illegal settled in East Turkestan after 1949 (the ethnic Chinese 
numbered 200,000 in 1949).  The 9,6 million Uyghurs constitute the majority. However, the Uyghur sources 
put the population of Uyghurs around 20 million. 

Events of 5 July 2009 

The human rights situation of the Uyghur population in East Turkestan has been dire for decades and has 
even worsened since the July 2009 protest and ethnic unrest in Urumqi, the capital of East Turkestan. The 
July 2009 protest began with a peaceful demonstration by Uyghurs in Urumqi that was brutally and lethally 
suppressed by Chinese security forces. The Uyghurs were protesting against a lack of government action in 
regard to a deadly attack on Uyghur factory workers in Shaoguan, Guangdong Province in the south of 
China. The violent and illegal reaction of the Chinese security forces led then to ethnic violence and riots 
between Uyghurs and Han-Chinese. In the days following, hundreds of both Uyghurs and Han Chinese 
civilians were killed. According to data published by the Chinese Xinhua news agency, 197 people were 
killed, but the World Uyghur Congress estimates – based on eyewitness reports - that more than 1000 
people died in the riots. However, until today, the exact death toll on both sides is not clear since so far no 
independent investigation of these events has been undertaken. 
 

About the WUC 

The World Uyghur Congress (WUC) is an international umbrella organization that represents the collective 
interest of the Uyghur people both in East Turkestan and abroad and promotes Uyghur human rights and a 
peaceful and non-violent solution based on rule of law for the conflict in East Turkestan. 

WUC´s monthly newsletter provides the latest information on Uyghur related issues and informs about the 
work and activities of the WUC and its affiliate members. Older editions of the newsletter can be viewed 
and downloaded in pdf format from the web. 

To subscribe for WUC´s e-mail service, please fill in this form. If you wish to stop receiving e-mails from the 
World Uyghur Congress, please send an e- mail with “unsubscribe” in the subject to 
contact@uyghurcongress.org.  

 

Support the World Uyghur Congress! 

The WUC is organised as a non-profit organisation and relies on membership fees, grants and donations, 
which help the organisation to sustain its work and activities. Your donation will support our efforts to 
promote the preservation and flourishing of a rich, humanistic and diverse Uyghur culture, and to support 
the right of the Uyghur people to use peaceful, democratic means to determine their own political future. 
 

 

 

Beneficiary Name: 

Weltkongress der Uiguren e.V 
(The World Uyghur Congress) 
Bank code: 700 700 24 
Account No.: 244 089 901 

 

 

World Uyghur Congress 
P.O. Box 310312 

80103 Munich, Germany 
Tel:  +49 (0) 89 5432 1999 
Fax: +49 (0) 89 5434 9789 

contact@uyghurcongress.org 
www.uyghurcongress.org 

 

For transfers from abroad: 

IBAN: De 93 700 700 24 0244 089 901 
BIC-Code: DEUTDEDBMUC 
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