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Secretary General of the Unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization (UNPO)  

 

I am honoured, on behalf of the forty-seven members of the UNPO, to be part of today’s 

discussions on Lop Nor - the issues we will discuss today have threads sadly familiar to 

marginalised and discriminated minorities and communities the world over.  That the European 

Parliament should play host to these discussions is crucially important for several reasons. 

 

Over the last decade knowledge of China’s nuclear tests and their impact on the people of East 

Turkestan has faded.  In the face of a state where civil society can at the very best be described as 

‘constrained’, international non-governmental organisations have turned their attentions 

elsewhere or to other issues while many governments remain intoxicated by China’s economic 

capacity and potential, guarding any criticism they may have accordingly.   

 

Today is the culmination of a year’s work by Uyghurs from Belgium to Japan who have given their 

time and support to lay the foundations of today’s conference.  They know better than anyone the 

seriousness of the issue for communities affected by the tests in East Turkestan and we will hear 

first-hand just what that situation is.  They have also, unlike their compatriots in China, been able 

to raise these issues with their elected representatives. 

 

And without the interest and support of the deputies present here today and their colleagues we 

could not be building upon the support shown in recent years. This support has not only been for 

the human rights of Uyghurs, but the conservation of Kashgar and the need for a genuine, 

substantive dialogue between Uyghurs and Beijing as a means to addressing the real and pressing 

problems facing East Turkestan.  The after-effects of the nuclear tests at Lop Nor are only one of 

these problems. 

 

But we are also here to discuss the possibility to bring change.  This is not after all a conference 

convened for ceremony.  We are here to lift a veil of secrecy, yes; but also to begin an examination 

of the solutions that could bring real benefit to those Uyghurs and their neighbours suffering from 

the effects of tests conducted maybe fifty years ago.   

 

We need to reiterate our past calls to action and to justify our existing dialogues by raising issues 

of concern such as those we will hear this morning.  If we can do that here and into the future, we 
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will not only be giving voice to those in East Turkestan - we will be supporting their nonviolent 

campaign for the rights supposedly guaranteed by the Chinese constitution.  We would at the 

same moment be reaffirming our own commitments and ideals - and doing this as individuals 

drawn together in common empathy for those tragically wronged by events, policies, and 

responses over which they had no influence. 

 

Thank you. 

 


